Dear friends,

What a glorious Easter we were able to celebratéhfirst time in our new sanctuary. The spegiakic in
our worship service was a highlight with the or¢reeand the women'’s trio. Thank you to all of auamderful
musicians who worked so hard.

We serve an awesome God who loved us and diagsfand rose from the dead for us. But now Masabver
and the challenge will be whether we will contirtadive in the power of the resurrection for thstref the
year. What difference will Easter make in our $ivhis month? Will His triumphant power changeand our
attitudes and our actions or will we continue t@lin the same old way? Will we be transformedantinue to
conform to this world? Jesus has broken everynctiit binds us--sin, death, discouragement, halititudes.
Let’s tap into that power through the Holy Spirideask God to make us Easter people all year.

In our walks with Jesus Christ, many times weiaithe midst of difficult days because of triatgdasuffering
but, because of His resurrection, we always hawepa of the coming of our Savior. Resentment sigretion
are not the answer to the trials that come intdigas. And it is not enough just to accept it"gytting it out."
We must accept all of our trials with joy. Jamesiinds us of this truth:

"Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you enceunarious trials, knowing that the testing of your
faith produces endurance. And let endurance hiavedrfect result, that you may be perfect and
complete, lacking in nothing." (James 1:2-4)

Just as the earth has no control over when the came, we don't have much say in when our tcatse
upon us. But we do have all the control over hoawespond when they do come. James tells usdizeej
Rejoice! That call is given more than seventy snrethe New Testament. But there is a big difiese
between happiness and joy. Happiness dependsoumstances, joy is completely independent of healt
money, or surroundings. When circumstances an@siggu, when every modern comfort is gone, yoy ma
still experience the miracle of joy produced by iy Spirit who lives within you. When we respowith joy,
James tells us that the result will be endurangetience. And when endurance has been produckd an
perfected through the trials, we will be absolutgdyfect and mature and not in need of anythingrWRosell
once said,

"God could have kept Daniel out of the lion's d&®ut God has never promised to keep us out of
hard places...What He has promised is to go witthtgugh every hard place, and bring us through
victoriously."

As | preached at Miriam Mann'’s funeral out of Ps&i@) we as Christians shouldn’t concentrate orwibigls
“the valley of the shadow of death”. Instead, lseaof the resurrection, we concentrate on the Vithrough'-
-we walkthroughthe valley of the shadow of death. We also gaangth as David did in the knowledge that
“You are with me”. There is no fear when God ishads.

| pray that in the personal times of trial anddsaip, and those we experience corporately, wieb&ibble to
accept it joyously knowing that God is in the pegef making us like Jesus -- complete and ma@mne. way
we can help each other in times of trial is to fiayand with each other. As we bring our requésiGod we
will experience His peace, and because He is thavmo hears our prayers, we know we will have answee
the requests which we ask of Him. He is faithéufulfill His promises.

Have a great month. | am praying that God wélphus continue to reach out beyond our walls tp tiee
hurting and share the gospel with the lost.

Pressing on in Easter power!!

Heartland Community Church457 S. Woodlawn Wichita KS 67218
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In the midst of a long, cold and gray winter, Lisa andvehenjoyed wonderful ministry developméniyis
together to Sofia

&

In think through their @
ministry plan. They are preparing to launch a ministry edcdhing English as®econd Language. We invited

two of their team members to come to use English language instruction for @
evangelism. Three weeks later we traveled to were encouraged physically by the famous dee

blue Greek skies and spiritually by the fellowshith three Greek pastors around whom we are seeking to b
a new MTW church planting ministry.

@ Athens ! African countries. We @
met with a young Iranian man who had been imprisonéd in even before he had come to

personal faith. His testimony of God’s grace in his life aamzing, and he isow preparing not only to marry
young Greek believer but also to begin formal Biblical edunatiteshared that many people are coming to

@ # He is now leading an investigative Bible study@
with a number of them.
The Lord is using the wildfires that burned around $ % George Adam
(formerly “Adamopolis”), of the # & ' been traveling to some

of the devastated areas, helping with clean-up and bringingafubdlothing. Thehave begun a Bible study a
as a result of the fruit have enough people to begin a new cinuitod areaSadly, they do not have anyone wh
can go there and lead this new work. Please pray that theMomldraise up someone to lead an MTW churcl@

@ planting team ir# & ministry opportunities. @

@ Our family is doing well despite a long winter. Snow $posuch as sledding and skiing, have made it thaire @
bearable. My back surgery last October has made my winteres$iattive, though | did manage telays of @
skiing. | had one scare a few weeks ago when | stepped offh antoiran unseen pothole. | jarred back
causing the return of many of the symptoms | had beforautigery. My surgeon explained that what | @
experienced was not uncommon. Because | have less shock absarptiphack with the removal of pat a
disc, it will be more susceptible to such jolts. After alimuat weeks the pain dissipated. I'm probasbout 90% @

@ recovered and am thrilled to have “normal” life back. @

@ Apparently in the Lord’s plan my trip to ( family invited @
a young Bulgarian woman to lunch who had recently marriedramigrated to she wrote to @
this family: “Today | thought about for us when you mentione

about the Bible Study. | came with you to the study &kt it and Inever missed one. | am just enjoying th
way God is making the things to work all together. Faai@it was just a lunch, but for me it was the way |
@ learned from you about the Bible Study, which Bible Studsaiging me so much closer to the Lord and it m
@ really the world for me. It is a little funny to think tfedter all he was a missionary for a Bulgarian outside o
thing he thought he was doing. And now, | appreciatesoh the fact
that he was there at that "key lundh"my life, | hope you know how much more | appreciate thatlywe to my
door every Tuesday morning kcan be at... the Bible study. Thank yot!” )
@ his wonderful unfolding plan of redemption. Thank yourhaking it possible for us to serve t

@ Lord in *

@ Serving Him with You,
@ Craig and Lisa

&y
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X sound radical? Not really. Deuteronomy 6:1-9 says

g4

"Now this is the commandment, the statutes anfuttggments which the LORD your God has com-
manded me to teach you, that you might do theimeitieind where you are going over to posse$s it,
so that you and your son and your grandson miginttlee LORD your God, to keep all His statutes
and His commandments which | command you, all 8ys df your life, and that your days may be
prolonged? "0 Israel, you should listen and be careful toijdhat it may be well with you and that
you may multiply greatly, just as the LORD, the @bglour fathers, has promised you, in a land
flowing with milk and honey."Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORDi®!” "You

shall love the LORD your God with all your heargamith all your soul and with all your miglt.
"These words, which | am commanding you today) Sleabn your heart. You shall teach them
diligently to your sons and shall talk of them wiyen sit in your house and when you walk by the
way and when you lie down and when you ris€ tigou shall bind them as a sign on your hand
and they shall be as frontals on your foreh€a®.ou shall write them on the doorposts of your
house and on your gates.”

Therefore, no matter what schooling choice parerake for their children (public school, private sch
Christian school, homeschool, etc.) it is the p'grrivilege and responsibility to diligently tratheir
children in the ways of the LORD. In essence tladiriChristian parents are called to be “homesatsdl
%, (Deut. 6:7) But what does it mean to teach youideén diligently? It includes “enculturating” oahil-
%, dren in the things of God (i.e. teaching them Gatlterd, learning to pray and etc.), but it also urates
. much more. It means that as we are in the midistio§ life we help our children & youth know God
“\ (John 17:3). That we teach (much through modelingi everything in life is not about us, but Gathat
“\ everything in life points back to God. As Paul &0 Tripp remind us,

e ddddddddddds
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God is everywhere, and the most powerful thing yleatcan do for your child is to build in him
very early this inescapable “God awareness.” (CémeKids, 1.2)

44

“\ Why does God give this responsibility primarilygarents? s it not the responsibility of the ciuie

“\ teach our children about God? If my kids are mg&tting it” in regards to God should | not findlauech
that has programs that will excite my kids towaBtsl? What about the Christian school where | sen
my kids, won'’t they learn about God in Bible class?

e dddddadaddd
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A\ It is interesting that the instruction in this pags is directed to parents and not to the covesmmmunity %
*\ as a whole. This does not mean that the covemamnzinity does not play a role in instructing ouit-ch %\
“\ dren in the ways of the Lord. The Christian schmoi aid in developing in our children a Christieorld
“\ & life view. The Church can come alongside the band equip parents and instruct them so that m%n
can pass their faith on to their children. Intéregy enough though, the weight of responsibiféils on
ithe parents. Why? Simply because life is livethe home. Our children are created by God tebe- §
N lation-receivers and interpreters of that revetatid hey are constantly attempting to understaed th N
world, whether they are toddlers or teenagéngy are making sense out of liféo do this correctlythey
A\ have got to start with the knowledge of GG@ase for Kids 2.1) And while the church and s¢hath have
%, Some opportunity to guide our children in underdiag God & His world]ife takes place in the family, %
&, and life is pregnant with opportunities to talk aibéhe most significant things in li{f€ase for Kids 1.2). %
“\ God commands us to love one another (John 13\B4hat better place to see modeled day in and day*qut
*\ the agape love of 1 Corinthians 13 than in the igmiGod commands servant-leadership (Mark 10:37%,
“\ 45). What better place to see this truth livedday by day than in a home where dad is the he#teof *:
"\ house and serves his family? What better plateatm & experience forgiveness than in a home otsa™
that all too often act more like sinners and wreagh other?

A At Heartland Community Church, one of our minisrie to teach our people God’s Word. And while e
*\ havegreatopportunity to instruct our people through PreaghSunday School classes, Bible studies,*
“\ etc., we havéimited opportunity to daily help our children & youth seew to live out these truths. But\
“\ parents, this is where you have been given theegeprivilege of all, to have your families behadlogi- “\
Nocal & redemptive community where your kids expecethe reality of the gospel lived out day by dayx

Thank you for patiently & faithfully fulfilling ths call on your life! To God be the glory!!!! §

A\ Pastor Rick A
A AN
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