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Dear Friends, 

  

February is one of those months that seem to bring about the doldrums because nothing really 
exciting seems to happen.  Weather is still too cold and dreary to do a lot outside and Presidents day is 
not exactly the kind of holiday that brings deep celebration.  The most excitement seems to revolve 
around a little rodent and whether or not he will see his shadow. Of course this year we also have the 
added “excitement” of Super Tuesday with its elections and the Super Bowl. 

  

But in the middle of this month, there is a day that stands out--Valentine’s Day.  As you know this is 
the day when we express our love to those around us--sometimes with great fanfare and expense, other 
times anonymously with a card.  It is to be a day for tender moments and flowers and candy and jewels 
and food.  What a great time of year for this.  In the midst of dreary days and dark, cold nights there is 
an opportunity to express love. 

  

God has done much the same with us.  We were living in the dark.  We were dead and separated from 
God because of our sin.  We were in the midst of the gloom and lived a dreary existence away from 
Him.  Then suddenly, He reached out to us with an extravagant display of His love.  He gave us a gift 
that was priceless--His own Son, Jesus.  “God demonstrated His own love toward us in that while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).  Now in the midst of a crooked and perverse 
generation, in the midst of the sin and depravity, even when surrounded by the darkness of our world, 
God’s love shines through.  What an incredible, magnificent, lavish, overwhelming experience.  As we 
look at what it means to be a disciple of Jesus, this is the starting point.  God reached out to us with 
the gift of salvation through His Son. 

  

When someone has given us a gift or has shown us love, our response should be to thank them and 
then give back to them love.  Are we thankful people?  Do we really understand and appreciate the love 
of God?  We, above all people, ought to continually thank God for His great gift.  As we have looked at 
Jesus’ words to His disciples in the Upper Room in John chapters 13-17, I hope you have been made 
aware of the factor that Jesus said would prove our love to Him.  Jesus said that if we love Him, we will 
now obey Him. What better demonstration of our love for God could there be than for us to do what He 
asks.  It’s not because we have to to earn His love.  He gave us that before we even wanted Him.  It’s 
because we ought to.  We now have the ability and the incredible privilege to show our love for God 
through obedience.  Let us continue to strive for purity, holiness and Christlikeness in our lives as we 
walk according to the manual He has given us--His Word. 

  

Love also goes to the next level.  Jesus said in John 15:17, “This I command you, that you love one 
another.”  As difficult as it may seem at times to love God, it is often more difficult to love each other.  
But as 1 John 4 reminds us, “Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another” (vs.12).  
Loving each other is not an option as John goes on to say, “The one who does not love his brother 
whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.  And this commandment we have from 
Him, that the one who loves God should love his brother also” (1 John 4:20-21).   

  



Love can take many forms and look differently for each of us, but the bottom line is one of 
sacrificial service.  Jesus said, “Greater love has no man than this, that he lay down his life for 
his friends.”  Maybe that means you sacrifice your time to help.  Maybe you sacrifice your money 
to provide for a need.  Maybe you sacrifice your pride by asking forgiveness.  Maybe you sacrifice 
your comfort.  Maybe you sacrifice your privacy.  Whatever it may be, it is serving the other 
person.  And when we do that, we truly prove that we love God and, guess what?  It is a witness 
to the world of what a Christian ought to be.  John 13:35 says, “By this all men will know that 
you are my disciples, if you have love one for another.”   

  

Realize though, that love is not to be selfish.  It is really not about us.  John Piper once wrote, 
“The love of God is not God's making much of us, but God's saving us from self-centeredness so that 
we can enjoy making much of Him forever. And our love to others is not our making much of them, 
but helping them to find satisfaction in making much of God. True love aims at satisfying people in 
the glory of God. Any love that terminates on man is eventually destructive. It does not lead people 
to the only lasting joy, namely, God. Love must be God-centered, or it is not true love; it leaves 
people without their final hope of joy.” 

 

So it is not just for our own sakes or for the good of the other person or for the reputation of 
Heartland that we learn to love each other.  It is actually a tool to witness to the world about the 
nature and character of our God.  It is a proof that we truly belong to Him and follow Christ.  As 
Francis Schaeffer said, love is the mark of the Christian. 

  

Loving God and others is part of the fruit that Jesus said is a proof that we are His disciples.  I 
pray that we may be able to live out our love for God and each other in such a way that God is 
glorified and people will know that we follow Him. 

  

Thanks for the privilege of serving Him as your pastor.  I love you all! 

 

 Yours in His love, 

George 

The Connection - Page 2 

Congratulations to  
Brian and Donna McDaniel 

on the birth of their son 

Cooper Evenden McDaniel 

Born on January 8th at  
1:09 a.m., weighing 7 lbs 12 oz 

and measuring 21” long! 

Congratulations to  
Gustavo & Stephanie 

Formenti 

Who were joined  
in Christ  

on January 5th, 2008! 

Congratulations to Ryan Frost &Erin Pohlenz, 
who are engaged to be married! 

We pray God’s blessing upon Bryan & Abby Hannaford 
as they move to California! We will miss you! 
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Facilities Use Policy 

Due to the number of inside and outside parties seeking to use our new facilities, and in order to 
be good stewards of the property, it has become necessary to establish a “Facilities Usage 
Policy”. This policy outlines the following: 
 

    1. That the church facilities be used for the glory of God. 

    2. Guidelines by which individuals or organizations can request use 
        of the  facilities. 

    3. Governing policies that will keep the building pristine for the 
        future. 

    4. Determine the exact needs and requirements of the user. 

    5. Establish fees for usage of the property so that the cost of  
       cleaning, maintenance, utilities, and incidentals can be  
        recuperated. 

 

 The policy is categorized into the following order of priority: 
 

1. Heartland Community Church Internal Programs and Functions – Worship services, Sunday School Classes, 
Wednesday evening programs, adult, youth, children and music ministries and church committee meetings. 

 2. Outside Ministries and Programs Approved by Heartland – Programs and events formally identified by 
Heartland’s Session as ministries we support. (i.e. Pregnancy Crisis Center’s Walk for Life). 

 3. Heartland Members – Weddings and Funeral/Memorial Services – To celebrate the marriage of Heartland 
members or their children and to celebrate the lives of Heartland members or family members who have 
preceded us in death. (Specific requirements, forms and fees will apply to Heartland Weddings). 

 4. Heartland Members – Related Events – Activities of Heartland members that are open to, and primarily 
attended by those who attend Heartland (Church bridal & baby showers, graduation receptions.) The 

sanctuary is not available for these events.  

 5. Community and Outside Organizations – Schools, community groups, non-Heartland organization or events 
sponsored by a Heartland member. (Family reunions, sporting leagues, Scouts, private bridal or baby 
showers, receptions, etc. where the majority of those in attendance are not regular attendees of Heartland.) 

 

 Steps in obtaining permission to use the facilities: 
 

1. Contact Erin Bartel in the church office to check the schedule and obtain Facilities Use Request form. 

2. Fill out required form/forms and return to Heartland office. 

3. Your completed form will be forwarded to the Facilities Director for review, then passed on to the    
Diaconate (or Session, if necessary) for approval. 

4. The form will be returned to the church office for date confirmation and passed on to the Facilities 
Director to contact, meet with user and obtain required deposit or fees. 

5. After event – Review by Facilities Director and return of deposit if required. 



Ladies Bible Studies meet on Wednesday mornings at 9:00 a.m. 

The ladies meeting at the church are doing an inductive study of 1 Peter. 

 Call Vicki Granberry at 733-0986 for more details. 

The  ladies meeting at Kathy Morris’s house are studying Galatians.  

Call Kathy Morris at 733-8340 for more details. 
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Worship  
As you may recall from last month’s newsletter article¹ I will be using my column in the newsletter each month of this 

year to elaborate on our newly formed Discipleship Teams here at Heartland.  The different Discipleship Teams will 

oversee each area of ministry at Heartland and be based on the eight essential practices of a disciple:  worship, 

teaching, prayer, evangelism, community, ministry, stewardship, & missions.  It is our desire that these Discipleship 

teams not only implement these essential practices corporately as a church through our church programs, but also 

equip our members & families to instill these practices in their personal lives as well.  And that is why I have decided to 

dedicate my column in the newsletter each month during 2008 to discuss how we can implement each one of these 

practices of a maturing disciple in our homes.  Discipleship begins in our homes and continues in the church.  

Therefore, if we do not live as disciples of Christ individually, we will find it difficult to live as disciples of Christ 

corporately!  My prayer is that in 2008, God will radically work in our midst and challenge each one of us to examine 

our lives, our families, and our church in light of these eight scriptural practices. 

This month I would like to highlight the Worship Team.  The Elder overseeing worship and working with the Worship 

Team is George Granberry.  The Worship Team will coordinate all aspects of our worship service (including Storytime) 

so that on Sunday morning we may lead our people in God honoring worship.  Please pray for our worship team as 

they serve our congregation in this capacity. 

However, if our worship is to be God honoring, we as God’s people must come to worship on Sunday morning with 

hearts that have been cultivated by the worship of God all week long.  It is important that we worship God regularly 

(daily), both individually and as families. 

If we are going to worship God, it is imperative that we know whom our God is.  However, when we read the Bible we 

are often narrowly focused and self-centered in our approach wondering how the passage can help meet my needs.  

As we read the Bible we must be much broader in our focus; thinking first and foremost about God.  Let me share with 

you some questions from Paul Tripp’s book Age of Opportunity that have  helped me and my family in our devotional 

time over the years have a more God honoring approach to the Scriptures: 

What does this passage teach us about God, His character, and His plan? 

What do we learn about ourselves, our nature, our struggle, and the purpose of our lives? 

What does this passage teach us about right & wrong, good & bad, and true & false? 

What instruction is here about relationships, about love, and authority, etc.? 

What does this passage teach us about life, its meaning and purpose? 

What does this passage teach us about the inner man, the heart and how it functions? 

What have we learned from this passage that would guide the way we live and make decisions? 

How does this passage help us understand and critique our culture? 

It is important not only for us as adults to ask questions that allow the Word of God to come to bear more fully on our 

lives, but we need to teach our children as well. 

This month please use these questions to think more intently on what you read in God’s Word, both individually & as a 

family.  Pray for the Holy Spirit to open your mind, heart & will to His influence.   Then with hearts that have been 

cultivated with the daily worship of God come to Heartland on Sunday morning and let us see what God does in our 

midst! 

In Christ,   

Pastor Rick 

¹If you do not recall you can download a copy of January’s newsletter from www.heartlandpca.org  



POT PROVIDENCEPOT PROVIDENCEPOT PROVIDENCEPOT PROVIDENCE    
Join us February 17th after worship for our monthly fellowship meal! 

 

HUBBY’S  FAVORITE!!! 
    
 
 

    
    

    

    

    

*Everyone: *Everyone: *Everyone: *Everyone: Bring a dessert!  
Please call Jeanine Schantz at 776-0099 if  you have any questions! 

*HOSTS:  Pfeiffer, Phillips, Ralston, and Schantz Families 

(Hosts, if you have a scheduling conflict, it is imperative that you 

trade with another family! Just look down the directory to see who 

will be scheduled next & start calling!) 
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*Families:  Bring a 9x13 main dish AND side*Families:  Bring a 9x13 main dish AND side*Families:  Bring a 9x13 main dish AND side*Families:  Bring a 9x13 main dish AND side 

*Singles/Newlyweds:  Bring a 9x13 main dish OR side*Singles/Newlyweds:  Bring a 9x13 main dish OR side*Singles/Newlyweds:  Bring a 9x13 main dish OR side*Singles/Newlyweds:  Bring a 9x13 main dish OR side 

PEACEMAKING WOMEN: A JOURNEY OF GRACE  
Heartland Women’s Retreat February 22-23, 2008 

Crosswinds Conference Center in Hesston KS   

 

 

 
If you were asked to describe your life, would words like peaceful and contented come readily to mind? If you are anything like most Christian 
women today, the real  (honest) answer would probably be, "No way!" Our lives are often filled with suffering, disappointments, broken 
relationships, fears, and depression. What hope is there for us to have peace? Plenty! In John 14:27, Jesus promises his followers: "Peace I leave 
with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid..." Join us at this 
year's retreat as together we consider some of the practical and biblical ways that the gospel of Jesus Christ brings real peace for real women.   
  

*Session 1: The Gospel—Our Foundation for Peace   Although, as Christian women, we readily confess that we are "saved by grace," many of 
us struggle to believe that God's love, mercy, and delight are actually and consistently towards us. We sense His pleasure when we are "being 
good," but we usually have a vague sense that no matter how hard we try, "we're never quite good enough." This crushing burden brings 
conflict to our relationship with God, others, and within. But there is hope! In this first retreat session, we remember anew God's considerable 
grace for us through the gospel of Jesus Christ, and from that place of abundant love and safety, learn together how we are called to give 
that same grace to others as peacemaking women.    

*Sessions 2 & 3: Biblical (and Practical!) Hope for Resolving Conflict   Do your broken relationships frustrate and demoralize you? Are you 
prepared to confidently respond to conflicts in biblical, wise, and loving ways? Would you like to know how to promote genuine unity and 
truly reconciled relationships? This session provides an introduction to the systematically biblical peacemaking principles summarized by 
Peacemaker Ministries (www.Peacemaker.net). Together we will learn how we are called to respond to our conflicted relationships, what it 
means to make a thorough confession, gracious ways to confront and restore, and how we can model true forgiveness and reconciliation.    

*Session 4: Lasting Peace through Heart Change   Even if we are convinced from Scripture that we ought to be enjoying truly redemptive 
relationships and genuine peace within, one thing is certain—left to our own devices, such lofty goals are impossible. We may put on a good 
show for a short while, but ultimately, all of our best efforts will fail to bring about lasting peace. Why? Because our relational conflicts and 
internal strife reveal with great clarity the condition of our hearts; and we are powerless to change our hearts. Thank God for the gospel of 
Jesus Christ! In this final session, we consider biblical and practical ways to turn in repentance and faith to the only One Who can truly 
transform our hearts and bring us peace with Himself, others, and within. 

Cost: $60 overnight; $40 for sessions only (no overnight stay) 

Partial Scholarships Available 

The following men 
were ordained 

and/or installed as 
Ruling Elders of 

Heartland 
Community 

Church  
last month: 

 

Phil Elder 

Bryan Hanning 

Jeff Morris 

Matt Phillips 

Stan Shelden 
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FEBRUARY 2008 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 
Pastor George’s Day Off 
 
Young Mom’s Study at 
9:00 a.m. 

2 

3 
Communion 

Mercy Offering 
 
 
 
 
Franks Home 
Fellowship Group 
6:00 pm 

4 
Pastor Rick’s Day Off 

5 6 
Ladies Bible Studies  
at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
HS Youth at 6:30 
p.m. 
 
Book of Daniel Study 
(Granberry) 7:00 

7 
Men’s Morning 
Group 6:00 a.m. 

 

Session 6:30 p.m. 
 
HS & MS Girls Bible 
Studies 7:00 p.m. 

8 
Pastor George’s Day Off 
 
Young Mom’s Study at 
9:00 a.m. 

 

Phillips Home 
Fellowship Group 
6:00 p.m. 

9 

10 
 
Mercy Committee 
Meeting after 
Worship 
 
 
Franks Home 
Fellowship Group 
6:00 pm 

11 
Pastor Rick’s Day Off 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Deacons Meeting  
at 6:30 p.m. 

13 
Ladies Bible Studies  
at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
HS Youth at 6:30 
p.m. 
 
Book of Daniel Study 
(Granberry) 7:00 

14 
Men’s Morning 
Group 6:00 a.m. 

 
Case for Kids Study 
(Morris) 6:30 p.m. 

Chosen By God 
Study (Shelden)  
7:00 p.m. 

15 
Pastor George’s Day Off 
 
Young Mom’s Study at 
9:00 a.m. 
 
 
Phillips Home 
Fellowship Group 
6:00 p.m. 

16 

17 
 
Pot Providence 
 
 
 
Franks Home 
Fellowship Group 
6:00 pm 

18 
Pastor Rick’s Day Off 

19 20 
Ladies Bible Studies  
at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
HS Youth at 6:30 
p.m. 
 
Book of Daniel Study 
(Granberry) 7:00 

21 
Men’s Morning 
Group 6:00 a.m. 
 
Finance Meeting  
at 7:00 a.m. 
 
Session 6:30 p.m. 
 
HS & MS Girls Bible 

22 
Pastor George’s Day Off 
 
Young Mom’s Study at 
9:00 a.m. 
 
 
Women’s Retreat at 
Crosswinds Conference 
Center  

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Women’s Retreat at 
Crosswinds Conference 
Center  

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Franks Home 
Fellowship Group 
6:00 pm 

25 
Pastor Rick’s Day Off 

26 27 
Ladies Bible Studies  
at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
HS Youth at 6:30 
p.m. 
 
Book of Daniel Study 
(Granberry) 7:00 

28 
Men’s Morning 
Group 6:00 a.m. 
 
 
Case for Kids Study 
(Morris) 6:30 p.m. 

Chosen By God 
Study (Shelden)  
7:00 p.m. 

29 
Pastor George’s Day Off 
 
Young Mom’s Study at 
9:00 a.m. 

 

Phillips Home 
Fellowship Group 
6:00 p.m. 

 

       



GREETERS 
February 3 - Newman-Mariotti Family 
February 10 - Paine Family 
February 17 - Parris Family 
February 24 - Pfeiffer Family 
 

March 2 - Phillips Family 
March 9 - Ralston Family 
March 16 - Schantz Family 
March 23 - Shelden Family 
March 30 - Trammell Family 

STORYTIME 
If you are unable to work during the time you are scheduled,  

you must  find a replacement and notify  
Doris or LaVerne Waalkes of the change. 

February 3 - Malcom 
February 10 - N & C Mathews 
February 17 - Mork 
February 24 - Parris 
 

March 2 - Peterson 
March 9 - Ralston 
March 16 - Shelden 
March 23 - Welles 
March 30 - Wilson 

NURSERY    
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 

kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” Matt 19:14  Thanks to all our new 
nursery workers, and of course our “old faithfuls”. You are helping our littlest ones feel 
comfortable at church, and their parents to focus on worship or Bible study, knowing 

their children are well cared for. There are still some openings, so let me know if God is 
nudging you to sit on the floor and play with His kids!  

– Scott and Sarah Willis 744-9697 

 
 
            Sunday School  (9:15-10:30am)     Worship (10:30-12:00pm) 
 
February 3 - Jamie Schantz               Larson 
                      ???        Angie & Sarah Waalkes 
February 10 - Whitman                      Ralston 
                        ??? 
February 17 - Jama Challans              Lindsay Strain  
                       ???        ??? 
February 24 - Blackman                    Nate, Celeste & Lizzie Mathews 
 
March 2 -   Willis        Leigh & Kristie Clark 
          Amy & Rachel Shelden 
March 9 -       ???        Bruce Team 
March 16 -      Atha        Castro-Miller Team 
March 23 -     Leach        Larson Team 
                       ???        Angie & Sarah Waalkes 
March 30 -     Jamie Schantz           Willis Team        
                       Jama Challans          

FEBRUARY 
BIRTHDAYS 

  3: Susan Shelden 
      Gary Wischmeyer 
  4: Rayna Waalkes 
  6: Mark Huenergardt 
  7: Stan Shelden 

11: Jonathan Larson 
      Caleb Woodlief 
12: Jeff Vaughn 
      Justice Wegener 
13: Timothy Franks 
14: Robin Huenergardt 
      Seth Trammell 
15: Rick Franks 
16: Scott Zimmerman 
18: Jeff Morris  
22: Karen Hull 
      Mike Hull 
      Seth Larson 
24: Daniel Zimmerman 
25: Olivia Yourdon 
27: Kami Bankston 
28: Sarah Willis 
29: Dawn Parris 

POT PROVIDENCE 
Our next fellowship meal will be held on February 17th! 

The Pfeiffer, Phillips, Ralston, & Schantz Families will host. 

If you are unable to serve, please                                               
trade with another family and notify Jeanine Schantz! 
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