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Dear friends,

February is a strange month. It is in the middle of winter. It is supposed to be gray and cloudy and snowy and cold.
Many people isolate themselves inside. The only things we can look forward to is a holiday that celebrates the
forecasting skills of a rodent and a day devoted to cards and candy. We also remember some of our presidents and give
the banks and post office a day off. Still, we must go through February to get to March when things begin to improve.

It’s about this time that some of those resolutions that you made last month are being dropped or forgotten. Those great
ideas and commitments now don’t seem to be quite so pressing or as important. We are back into our routines and life
gets somewhat stale as we go through our days and weeks. Even those commitments to spend more time with God in
His Word and prayer aren’t quite as regular or, if we are honest, as deep as we wanted them to be.

Oftentimes we face times of great spiritual drought. Our times with the Lord seem dry and our prayers seem to bounce
off the ceiling. We desperately need a fresh pouring out of God’s Spirit, but we just go about our lives not really
concerned. Many times we face what the old Puritan writers called “the dark night of the soul.”

What are we to do at times like that? Are there ways we can overcome the drought and sense God’s presence with us
again? God has shown us that many times the drought comes because of sin. He says in Isaiah 59:2, “But your
iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He
does not hear.”

Some of the dry times we bring upon ourselves and God tells us to examine ourselves, confess our sins, repent and
return to Him. When we do that, He promises us that He will restore. Acts 3:19 says, “Therefore, repent and return so
that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord.”

But what about those times where we have confessed and examined and don’t know about any sin? How do we
respond to those dry times? In a word--obedience. We continue to do the things that God has shown us. We continue
to pray, read and study His Word, fast, worship. When we submit ourselves to these disciplines, God will bring about
His results. Richard Foster in the classic book, “Celebration of Discipline says, “4 farmer is helpless to grow grain; all
he can do is to provide the right conditions for the growing of grain. He puts seed in the ground where the natural
forces take over and up comes the grain. That is the way with the spiritual disciplines--they are a way of sowing to the
Spirit. The disciplines are God’s way of getting us into the ground, they put us where He can work within us and
transform us. By themselves the disciplines can do nothing; they can only get us to the place where something can be
done. They are God’s means of grace.” 1 would encourage you in those times of drought to go back to the basics.
Spend time in the Word and prayer. Fast. Worship. Put yourself in the place where God can do His work in your life.

During this month it is also a great reminder of how much our God loves us. As we celebrate Valentine’s Day it is our
attempt to show our love to each other. And we realize that it is often difficult to put our love into words. “But God
demonstrates His own love towards us in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). So don’t be
discouraged in the dry times. There is nothing you can do or not do that will make God love you more or love you less.
Celebrate His love for you!

I pray you have a great month. Ilove you all!

George
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February’s theme is “Hubby’s Favorite”
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Families: Bring one 9x13 I A\ Singles & Newlyweds:
main dish AND one 9x13 : - ’h. Bring one 9x13 main
side dish! ) dish OR one 9x13 side

Everyone bring a dessert!

FEBRUARY: HUMPHRIES, JOHNSON, GREG KAHRS & MARK KAHRS FAMILIES

Hosts, please arrive early to set up and plan to stay after the meal to clean up. See Jeanine
Schantz for a list of hosting duties. If you are unable to host on your assigned date, please
trade with another family on the list and call Jeanine to let her know!

**All member families take turns hosting throughout the year**

HCC Core Value: Stewardship

2008 closed with a Bang! The Lord provided indeed financially and in all ways. By the time you read this our
prayer to pay down debt will have been answered and we will be well into the 2009 fiscal budget year. All I
can say is I am excited where we are heading with our use of worldly wealth and spiritual gifts for the
Kingdom. Ihope you and your family are experiencing God's blessings as you make your weekly tithes and
offerings a part of your worship!. What a privilege it is!

Blessings to you all,

Bryan Hanning A



LUTHER’S THEOLOGY OF THE CROSS

Have you heard that old Russian proverb, He who dwells on the past loses an eye, but he who forgets the past loses
both eyes. We live in a time when people are fixated on the future. They wonder what is going to happen with our
economy. What changes will our new administration make and how will those changes impact my life and that of
my family? It is good to consider the future, but as the old Russian proverb states, we must be careful to keep one

eye on the past so that we do not lose our way (sight) completely.

Last month I suggested a list of books for you to consider reading this year in hopes that your view of God may be
challenged & expanded. This month, I would like to share with you a summation of a chapter from a book on that
list that I have been reading and have found highly encouraging; 10 Great Ideas from Church History: A Decision-
Maker’s guide to Shaping Your Church by Mark Shaw. What better book to help us gain a perspective on the
future than looking at a book that focuses on the past! Each chapter in Shaw’s book looks briefly at the life of
some great Christian and the life lessons we may learn from that person and apply today. I would highly encourage
you to get hold of a copy of this book and read the whole story, but for now, let me share some of what I’ve

learned from Shaw’s first chapter about a man who not only loved Christ, but also His bride, the church.

Martin Luther , that great reformer of the faith,(1483-1546) was born into a world not unlike ours today. A world
in which a passion for the truth was waning while a boredom with the gospel was spreading. Shaw mentions three
of the most serious problems facing the Christian church in that day. They were, in his words,”... nervous
Christians, worldly churches and moralistic reformers.” It was in this world that God raised up Luther as a
reformer of the church. Martin Luther’s theological breakthrough is sometimes summarized by the phrase
Justification by faith in Christ alone, but what is not always appreciated is Luther’s theology of the cross. Luther’s
understanding of the cross went beyond its power to save and included its power to help us see! It is Luther’s
theology of the cross that I would like to look at today.

We often hear of those “big moments” in Luther’s life: the nailing of the theses to the door in Wittenburg, his lively
debates with Eck, or even his trial before the Emperor when he refused to recant, yet often overlooked were the
thoughts he shared with a group of Augustinian monks, who gathered in Heidelberg in 1518. Luther’s words that
day have had an impact on the church ever since. Shaw describes Luther’s thoughts as “an extended meditation on
1 Corinthians 1:25”, which says; “Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of
God is stronger than men” (NASB). You see, Paul’s teaching in this passage opened
up a key concept to understanding the truths of the Bible in light of cross.

What the cross shows us is that God often speaks to us by using paradox. Mark Shaw defines a paradox as “... a
statement that seems to contradict apparent truth but actually contains a deeper truth. For example, Christ said that
those who would save their lives must lose them (Matt. 10:39). That sounds backwards to most of us. But what
Jesus meant was clear. To find real life we must give up our independence and give our lives over to Him.

The point that is being made is that we must learn to think “in terms of paradox” if we are going to correctly
understand the Bible today. Our theology will fall short if we use only straight line logic. If we are to truly grasp
scriptural truth, we must grasp the paradox of the cross. As we look at the message of the gospel we see that ...
God makes things out of their opposite. He makes something out of nothing. He wins by losing. He lifts us up by
bringing us low. He turns Good Fridays into Easter Sundays. He works opposite to the way humanity logically
expects an omnipotent God to work. “ So the principle of the cross is that God does things in surprising &
contradictory ways and only faith can comprehend this reality.

Think, for example, of when Christ appeared before Pilate. The only “reasonable” interpretation of the events of
that evening would be that Jesus was at the mercy of this Roman ruler. That it was Pilate in control. However,
from reading the rest of the story, we know that things are not always what they appear to be. Shaw tells us that
“Reality from the perspective of the cross is that Christ was in charge of the events of Good Friday, that Pilate was
swept along by the force of a kingdom and a king that He did not recognize.”

Continued on next page




He goes on to say that, “When God brings me low, the reality of the cross leads me to conclude that He will lift me
high. Why? Because the cross’s principle of paradox reflects the way God has structured all reality. Death will lead to
life. The grave becomes the place of hope.”

So what does all this have to do with you and me? The cross helps us to understand the paradoxes of our lives. One
such paradox is that of pain. Alistair McGrath speaks of this paradox in his book, The Mystery of the Cross. He says
that as Christ died on the cross at the hands of men “those bystanders watching Christ gazed proud, looking up to the
heavens for deliverance, they saw no sign of God and assumed He was absent...The presence of God was missed, was
overlooked, was ignored, because God chose to be present where none expected Him—in the suffering, shame,
humility, powerlessness and folly of the cross of Jesus Christ.” God continues to be present with His children in ways
we would never expect. He is present in the midst of our suffering and trials, for “when we are weak, He is strong”, as
Paul reminds us in his 2nd letter to the Corinthians. Luther saw that the inexplicable way that God works in the lives of
His children is to bring them low so that He might raise them high. This is true of not only us, as His adopted children,
but also of His only Son, Jesus Christ. (Philippians 2:1-11) Why does God do this? It is impossible for a man not to
be inflated by his own good works unless the experience of suffering and evil, having previously taken all the spirit out
of him and broken, him, has taught him that he is nothing and his works are not his own but God’s. As Shaw puts it,
“Unbelief that misses the meaning of pain will also miss the experience of exaltation.

Luther’s understanding of the theology of the cross so dramatically transformed his thinking that he began to view
every doctrine in light of the cross. “When critics attack the narrow-mindedness of evangelicals who insist on the
uniqueness of Christ in a pluralistic world or the supreme authority of the Bible in a world of many competing
authorities, the cross helps us to understand our position. The apparent weakness of our position (going against the
mainstream, which insists that God must reveal Himself universally to all, not in unique ways to particular peoples) is
actually a hidden strength. The theology of the cross recognizes that God does not work as we might expect.”

How is God at work in your life right now? What seeming paradox are you living in? I encourage you Christian, take
comfort and refuge in the cross of Christ. Ponder, as Luther did, the words of I Corinthians 1:18-31 and take hope! In

concluding his chapter on Luther, Mark Shaw recounts how he once took a week long canoeing trip with a friend. He
recalls how at one point they actually lost the river. You see, the river had been flooded by a dam and became a wide
lake, dotted with islands, causing them to lose the current and their way. After two days of paddling around the lake,
studying the map & compass, they concluded that the river must resume on the far end of a certain bay. But as they
scanned the shoreline they could not find an outlet; all they saw was a huge boulder rising near the shore like a fortress.
They decided to persist and as they moved closer to the boulder they discovered a narrow channel that curled around the
rock and led to the continuation of the river on the other side.

Shaw concludes his story with this statement, “I believe the cross is like that boulder. The cross does not appear at first
to hold the secrets of our journey through life. It seems irrelevant to many of our plans and needs. Yet if we explore it
closely, a powerful paradox is revealed. This unpromising barrier actually becomes the gateway to growth and progress
in every area of life.”

In Christ,

Rick

*The quotes in this article are taken from Mark Shaw’s 10 Great Ideas from Church History, pp. 9-40, unless
otherwise noted.




YOUTH GROUP
SUPER BOWL PARTY

Congratulations!

Sunday, February 1st We celebrate with Chase and
at the Willis’ House Annie Tinius the birth of their
daughter, Callista Jane, born
Kick off is at 5:18 PM so plan Sunday, January 25th!
to arrive any time after
4:30. All Heartland ladies are invited
to a shower
Touch base with Stephanie _ honoring
Willis at 744-9697 to see Annie and Callista on Saturday,
what snacks and treats are February 21st
at 10:00 a.m.

most needed. in the home of

. Cynthia Shelden
We'll have a great time of

aldbbopbauldlubiidd  fun, food, football and Call Cynthia at 838-4327

fellowship. for more information.

Plenty to do for non-football fans as well! Registry details to come!

BRING A FRIEND!

“HEAR , 0 heavens, and give ear, O earth; ' Any Questions... ,
for the LORD has spoken...””

Isaiah 1:2a

HEARTLAND LADIES’ RETREAT 2009
FEBRUARY 27-28
Crosswinds Conference Center - Hesston, KS

“THE LORD HAS SPOKEN!
Lessons from Isaiah in Listening”
When can | sign up?
Guest Speaker: Kathleen Nielson # $ % &%

Bible study author and speaker
Wife to the president of Covenant College |I ||

What a privilege to pause and give ear, as Isaiah says, to the
Word of the Lord! This retreat will lead us into the beauties

of the book of Isaiah, and, in the process, will point us to |i=
helpful and effective methods of studying the biblical LHL
literature: How do we “get into” the poetry? How do those I
beautiful, well-known passages from Isaiah fit into the whole
book? What's that story doing in the middle? What does it |

all have to do with us? How best can we mine the treasures

and promises we know are there in this rich book? God I “HEAR the word of the LORD,
speaks to us through his Spirit-inspired Word; we will aim to
hear his voice, through the powerful and encouraging words you who fremble at his hjﬂt’h_”

Isaiah 66:5a

Who should | contact with
questions?

ORI L ,



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Sunday School 9:15 | Pastor Rick’s Ladies Studies Pastor George’s
Worship 10:40 Day Off 9:00am Day Off
Communion Wegener Study
Mercy Offering 6:00pm Young Moms
Kahrs/Yourdon Study 9:30am
Study 6:30 pm
HS Youth Group Session 6:30pm
6:30 pm
Granberry Study HS Girls Bible
7:00 pm Study 7pm Simply Dinner Simply Dinner
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Sunday School 9:15 | Pastor Rick’s Ladies Studies Pastor George’s
Worship 10:40 Day Off 9:00am Deacons Mtg Day Off v
Wegener Study 6:30pm @ TE
6:00pm Young Moms aQ \}@\@@ @
Kahrs/Yourdon Truth Project Study 9:30am G\(M
Study 6:30 pm 7pm P %@% Q
HS Youth Group Phillips Study
6:30 pm Shelden Study 7pm
Granberry Study 7pm
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Sunday School 9:15 | Pastor Rick’s Ladies Studies Pastor George’s Baby Shower for
Worship 10:40 Day Off 9:00am Day Off Annie & Callista
Pot Providence Wegener Study Tinius 10am
6:00pm Young Moms
Kahrs/Yourdon Study 9:30am
Study 6:30 pm Session 6:30pm
HS Youth Group
6:30 pm HS Girls Bible
Granberry Study Study 7pm HS Youth Retreat/ | HS Youth Retreat/
7:00 pm Ski Trip Ski Trip
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Sunday School 9:15 | Pastor Rick’s Ladies Studies Finance Mtg. Pastor George’s
Worship 10:40 Day Off 9:00am 7:00 am Day Off
Wegener Study
6:00pm
Kahrs/Yourdon Truth Project
Study 6:30 pm Tpm
HS Youth Group Phillips Study 7:00
6:30 pm Shelden Study pm
Granberry Study 7pm

7:00 pm

Women’s Retreat

Women’s Retreat




STORYTIME

If you are unable to work during the time you are scheduled,
you must find a replacement and notify
Katie Waalkes of the change.

February 1-? March 1 - Klaaseen
February 8 - Glass March 8 - Larson
February 15 - Hetherington/Pohlenz March 15 -Mork
February 22 - Hull March 22 - Parris

March 29 - Peterson

NURSERY

If you have a conflict, please notify Paul or Rayna Waalkes!
(Paul - 841-4640; Rayna - 648-8202)

Sunday School 9:00-10:35 Worship 10:25-12:??

Feb. 1 Sherri and Claire Kahrs/ Strains/ Anne Wegener/

Missy Martin/ Erin Sundquist Stephanie Shelden
Feb. 8 Challans/ Blackman Ralston/ Abigail Fetzik
Feb. 15 P & R Waalkes/ Frost Greg and Mary Kahrs/ Lisa Paine
Feb. 22 Whitman/ Jeremy Wheeler Castro-Miller
Mar. 1 Gertz/ Alyssa Hanning Brinkman/ Rachel & Amy

Shelden

Mar. 8 Nate, Celeste, Lizzie Matthews Willis/ Lois Johnson
Mar. 15  Sherri and Claire Kahrs/ Strains/ Anne Wegener/

Missy Martin/ Erin Sundquist Stephanie Shelden
Mar. 22 Challans/ Blackman Ralston/ Abigail Fetzik
Mar. 29 P & R Waalkes/ Frost Greg & Mary Kahrs/ Lisa Paine

FEBRUARY
BIRTHDAYS

2: Payton Lassley
3: Susan Shelden
Gary Wischmeyer
4: Rayna Waalkes
Caleb Tolle
6: Mark Huenergardt
7: Stan Shelden
11: Jonathan Larson
Caleb Woodlief
12: Jeff Vaughn
Justice Wegener
13: Timothy Franks
14: Robin Huenergardt
Noah Trammell
Katie Deck
15: Rick Franks
16: Scott Zimmerman
18: Jeff Morris
20: Annelise Danielson
22: Karen Hull
Mike Hull
Seth Larson
Peter Neblett
James Paine
24: Daniel Zimmerman
25: Olivia Yourdon
28: Sarah Willis
29: Dawn Parris

POT PROVIDENCE HOSTS

If you are unable to host on your assigned date, please trade with
another family on the list and call Jeanine Schantz to let her
know! All member families take turns hosting throughout the year.

February: Humphries, Johnson, Greg Kahrs & Mark Kahrs Families
March: Klaassen, Larson, Lukoschat, and Luper Families
April: Malcom, Nate Mathews, Mork, and Morris Families

Hosts, please arrive early to set up and plan to stay after the meal to
clean up. See Jeanine Schant for a list of hosting duties.

GREETERS

All member families take

turns greeting.
February 1 - Ralston
February 8 - Schantz
February 15 - Scharping
February 22 - Shelden
March 1 - Strain
March 8 - Trammell
March 15 - Von Stroh
March 22 - L&D Waalkes
March 29 - M&K Waalkes




heartland

Senior Pastor:

George Granberry - Worship

Associate Pastor:

Elders:

Rick Franks - Ministry

Walter Berry

George Bruce

Phil Elder - Evangelism
Gary Gensch .
Br_ﬁan Hanning - Stewardship
Mike Hull - Prayer

Ron Johnson - Teaching
Jeff Morris - Community
Matt Phillips - Community
Stan Shelden - Community
Rocky Trammell - Missions
LaVerne Waalkes - Teaching
Brad Welles

Deacons:

Phil Challans - Facilities
Barry Malcom - Facilities
Sandy Neblett - Mercy
Steve Parris

Terry Peterson - Stewardship
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