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Dear friends,

Another year has come and gone and, as usual, it seems to have gone by way too fast. It has been an
incredible year of God’s blessings. We moved into our beautiful new sanctuary and | have been overwhelmed
by Him as we gather in that place. We have a full session for the first time in our 15 years. We had more
new members this year than ever before. God has been so faithful in growing us up in Him.

But, | didn’t get done everything | had hoped to. | didn’t fulfill all of my resolutions. 1 didn’t read all of
the books that | wanted. | didn’t spend the time with my wife and kids that | wanted. | didn’t do all of the
pastoral things | should have done. | didn’'t defeat all of the sin that needed to go. | could go on, but I think
you get the point. Each of us has lived this past year as imperfect human beings because that is what we are.
But God, through His grace and mercy, has promised that even though we aren’t perfect yet, we will be. He
has promised that “those whom He foreknew he predestined to become conformed into the image of His Son”
(Rom. 8:29). He has promised to keep working in our lives until that happens. “For | am confident of this
very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus” (Phil. 1:6).

Isn’t it a comfort to know that God is still at work?

Another of the great, comforting truths about our God is that He is in control of all things--including
TIME. The Bible is full of verses that remind us of the importance of time and how we use it. Ps. 32:6, “let
everyone who is godly pray to You in a time when You may be found.” Ps. 119:26’ “It is time for the Lord to
act, for they have broken Your law.” Ps. 145:15, “The eyes of all look to You, and You give them their food
in due time.” Mark 1:15, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the
gospel.” The famous verse from Ecclesiastes 3 says, “There is an appointed time for everything. and there
is a time for every event under heaven.” Gal. 4:4, “But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth
His Son, born of a woman...” Romans 5:6, “For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for
the ungodly.” Gal. 6:9, “Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow
weary.” 1 Tim. 6:14-15, “Keep the commandment without stain or reproach until the appearing of our Lord
Jesus Christ, which He will bring about at the proper time.” Hebrews. 4:16, “Therefore, let us draw near with
confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” 1
Peter 1:17, “conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth.” 1 Peter 4:2, “Live the rest of
the time in the flesh no longer for the lusts of men, but for the will of God.”

What do all these have to do with the new year? We all have the same amount of time. Sixty seconds
in a minute, sixty minutes in an hour, twenty four hours a day, 365 days a year. The difference is not in the
amount of time but how we spend our time. What will you do with your time this year? What will your
priorities be? When you get to the end of 2008, will you be satisfied with your use of time? More
importantly, will God be satisfied?

| pray this year that you will be overwhelmed with the greatness of our God and His love for you. | pray
that you will be humbled by the grace extended to forgive your sins and make you His child. | pray that you
will be motivated to honor Him by the ministry that lies ahead--""the fields are white for harvest”. | pray that
you will be challenged to separate yourself from the things of this world and fix your eyes on Jesus. | pray
that you will be excited to be a part of a body that desires to grow in maturity and encourage each other. |
pray that you will dedicate yourself to raising your children in the nurture and instruction of the Lord.
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Five years ago, | shared this prayer by one of the Puritans and it spoke to my heart as a prayer for the
new year. It still hangs next to my desk. | hope you will allow it to also be yours as we enter 2008
with a commitment to go deeper in your walk with Jesus.

Lord Jesus,

Give me a deeper repentance

a horror of sin,

a dread of its approach;
Help me chastely to flee it

and jealously to resolve that my heart shall be thine : .
alone. We would like to cordially

Give me a deeper trust, invite you to
that | may lose myself to find myself in Thee,

the ground of my rest, the wedding of our daughter

the spring of my being. )
Give me a deeper knowledge of Thyself Stephame Granberry
as Savior, Master, Lord and King.

to

Gustavo Formenti

Give me a deeper power in private prayer,
more sweetness in Thy Word,
more steadfast grip on its truth.
Give me deeper holiness in speech, thought, action,
and let me not seek moral virtue apart from thee.
Plough deep in me, great Lord, heavenly husbandman, Please join us

that my being may be a tilled field,

at
the roots of grace spreading far and wide,
until Thou alone art seen in me, 3:00 p.m.
Thy beauty golden like summer harvest,
Saturday

Thy fruitfulness as autumn plenty. January 5, 2008

! have no master but Thee,
no law but Thy will,
no delight but Thyself,

no wealth but that Thou givest,

Heartland Community Church

no good but that Thou blessest, ' Receptlon Immedlately fOHOWIng

no peace but that Thou bestowest.

! am nothing but that Thou makest me,

| have nothing but that | receive from Thee.,
/ can be nothing but that grace adorns me.
Quarry me deep, dear Lord,

and then fill me to overflowing with living water.

This is my prayer for me, my family and Heartland this year. May God take us deeper with Him to
His glory and honor. And may you and your loved ones experience the blessing of God!. | love you all.

Going deeper in Him!
George
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® Dear Praying Friends, December 2007

® IT’S RAINING! You may recall our words this summer about the lack of rain here. We rejoice that the rain has now come and

& that on most days in the past week God has blessed us with rain. He is answering our prayers for rain. While it rains, however, |

& am listening to the leaks in our roof that were supposed to be fixed last summer. While | would rather have the rain stay outside,
the inconvenience of a leaky roof is well worth the trouble it causes.

® God is answering your prayers for spiritual rain in our midst — that more people here would come to faith. We nearly always see

& all of our seats filled — sometimes to overflowing. Having so many spiritual infants is exciting. They want to learn everything.

& They are excited about their new faith in Christ. But like chronological babies, they can be a lot of work to handle and make

® messes easily. With some discipline problems this summer, we have lost a few people. Some find it hard to get into the habit of
attending services regularly, to give regularly and significantly, to be involved in the life of the congregation, to live by grace.
Yet we have to say that like the rain that reveals leaks in the roof, the “inconvenience” is well worth the “trouble!”

& A man whom | will call “Bill” is an example of the new believers we have seen coming of late. He ordered a Bible on the inter-
net and started reading. He found our website on the internet and after a visit with the pastor during the week, started coming to
worship services, eager to grow in his new-found faith. This past week he brought his daughter. Pray for the spiritual growth of
this and other new believers here. We also rejoice at greater opportunities for leadership training. The training program associ-

@ ated with our churches is growing in depth and numbers. Two of the pastors continue to train congregations, focusing on current

@ and future church leaders. Churches of many different sizes have been greatly blessed by their seminars and some students have

@ planted churches. Pray for the funding that make these trips possible.

® nan increasingly hostile environment of this country, the congregation in our city rejoices that the landlord is willing to allow
@ us to remain in our current building for another year. Last year the rent remained fairly stable because it had been negotiated

@ when the contract was signed. This year, however, the rent has spiked by 35%. With the loss of a couple of contributing mem-
@ bers and the increase in rent, the church is under a great deal of financial strain. Most of our “core” members give as generously
@ as they can, but a number of people are unemployed or only make subsistence wages. Regular significant giving remains foreign
@ to people in this culture where people assume the government and the wealthy will take care of things. Pray that God will meet
@ the needs of his church.

&

@ Signs of the congregation’s maturation process also encourage us. We will ordain a deacon next month and hope to establish at
@ least a temporary session in the near future. Pray for the growth of the congregation as a community. John has been helping the
@ pastor with a sermon series on Matthew 5-7, occasionally preaches and teaches a class on the basics of living the Christian life
@ on Sunday afternoons. John continues to work with the deacon candidate on his theological education as well. Together they are
@ writing a book on how to study and interpret the Scriptures.

&

@ Please pray especially for the national pastors in this country and those we work with, in particular. They face various forms of

@ personal and institutional pressure and opposition. The murder of believers a few months ago accentuates this fact. Please pray

@ for the safety of pastors and their families and for God’s provision for their needs. Our family is doing well. Thank you, for

@ your prayers for Terri’s illness! She has been quite well and free of her former difficulties for the past 3 months. We are grateful
to our God! As you may recall, Michaela had a stroke-like attack in the summer, but has had no further symptoms. Michaela has
also had the best 6 months concerning her diabetes management that we have ever had. God has worked through your prayers

® for us! All thanks to God for His grace to us!

®

As we come to the end of 2007, we cannot say thank you enough for all of your prayers, thoughts, generous gifts and friendship.
@ Looking at God’s work and our celebrating being “on the field” for 15 years has underscored our great debt to each of you! We
@ never would have gotten here nor would have been able to remain here without your generosity and prayers. Your friendship
® continues to buoy us up when things are overwhelming and discouraging. Thank you, for standing with us in the work of His
kingdom. Hardly a day goes by that does not remind us in some way that this is God’s work! In these 15 years, the number of
Muslim-background believers has multiplied about 5 times. There are 2 or 3 times the number of churches and most of them are
larger and more established than those of 15 years ago. The number of churches in our own city has grown from 1 to 10 - 5 led
by national pastors. Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for his steadfast love endures forever!

Let me close by wishing all of you and your family the warmest Christmas greetings! May this time of the year provide you
opportunity for reflection on His Grace and Mercy and the centrality of His Kingdom Work!

John, Terri, Christopher, Carolyn, Mary Grace and Michaela

©00000000®

@ Serving Christ’s Kingdom in the Muslim World
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The ladies meeting at the church will begin an inductive New Testament study.
Call Vicki Granberry at 733-0986 for more details.

Our other study topic will be announced soon - call Kathy Morris at
733-8340 for more details.
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To our church
][ﬂm@ at
Heartland:

Thank you fo
everyone who attended our we&/&ﬁ’nj and

(—

Island

/Prince Eduay, \) celebrated with us!

(POTA ros | ) We are especially grateful for those who
J freeny g

\:@7 ﬂmciom'@ gave of their time to lend a

ﬁe//)inﬂ hand, We are humbled. @

) 1& # ( , .
your /ownﬂ service to us!

* +* , --./ 00 " 1
*HOSTS: Paine, Parris, Peters, Peterson Families

(Hosts, if you have a scheduling conflict, it is imperative that you Zlém/m/m”f ééﬁ"l@y n Cﬁ;f’ij‘f,
trade with another family! Just look down the directory to see who 905.6‘{“ & \g'ﬂmﬁ L’u/Jer
will be scheduled next & start calling!)

PEACEMAKING WOMEN: A JOURNEY OF GRACE
Heartland Women’s Retreat February 22-23, 2008
Crosswinds Conference Center in Hesston KS

Sign up by January 31st - $55 overnight; $35 for sessions only (no overnight stay)
Sign up February 1st or later - $60 overnight; $40 for sessions only (no overnight stay)

If you were asked to describe your life, would words like peaceful and contented come readily to mind? If you are anything like most Christian
women today, the real (l.e., honest) answer would probably be, "No way!" Our lives are often filled with suffering, disappointments, broken
relationships, fears, and depression. What hope is there for us to have peace? Plenty! In John 14:27, Jesus promises his followers: "Peace | leave
with you; my peace | give you. | do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid..." Join us at this
year's retreat as together we consider some of the practical and biblical ways that the gospel of Jesus Christ brings real peace for real women.

*Session 1: The Gospel—Our Foundation for Peace Although, as Christian women, we readily confess that we are "saved by grace," many of
us struggle to believe that God's love, mercy, and delight are actually and consistently towards us. We sense His pleasure when we are "being
good," but we usually have a vague sense that no matter how hard we try, "we're never quite good enough." This crushing burden brings
conflict to our relationship with God, others, and within. But there is hope! In this first retreat session, we remember anew God's considerable
grace for us through the gospel of Jesus Christ, and from that place of abundant love and safety, learn together how we are called to give
that same grace to others as peacemaking women.

*Sessions 2 & 3: Biblical (and Practical!) Hope for Resolving Conflict Do your broken relationships frustrate and demoralize you? Are you
prepared to confidently respond to conflicts in biblical, wise, and loving ways? Would you like to know how to promote genuine unity and
truly reconciled relationships? This session provides an introduction to the systematically biblical peacemaking principles summarized by
Peacemaker Ministries (www.Peacemaker.net). Together we will learn how we are called to respond to our conflicted relationships, what it
means to make a thorough confession, gracious ways to confront and restore, and how we can model true forgiveness and reconciliation.

*Session 4: Lasting Peace through Heart Change Even if we are convinced from Scripture that we ought to be enjoying truly redemptive
relationships and genuine peace within, one thing is certain—left to our own devices, such lofty goals are impossible. We may put on a good
show for a short while, but ultimately, all of our best efforts will fail to bring about lasting peace. Why? Because our relational conflicts and
internal strife reveal with great clarity the condition of our hearts; and we are powerless to change our hearts. Thank God for the gospel of
Jesus Christ! In this final session, we consider biblical and practical ways to turn in repentance and faith to the only One Who can truly
transform our hearts and bring us peace with Himself, others, and within.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5
New Year's Day glre(?wsJ Morning Pastor George’s Day Off
Young Moms Study at
9:30am
MS & HS Girls Bible
Studies at 7:00pm .
Phillips Famil Granberry/Formenti
. I iy Wedding 3:00pm
Session Fellowship 6:30pm gt
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Sunday School Pastor Rick’s Day Off Men’s Morning Pastor George’s Day Off
Resumes Group
Mercy Offering g%%ng Moms Study at
Communion ~ovam
Mercy Meeting
Franks Family Shelden Family Phillips Family
Fellowship 6:00pm Fellowship 7:00 pm | Fellowship 6:30pm
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Pastor Rick’s Day Off Women’s Bible Men’s Morning Pastor George’s Day Off
Studies at 9:00am Group Young Moms Study at
Finance Meeting 9:30am
7:00a.m.
MS & HS Girls Bible
Studies at 7:00pm
Franks Family Session Phillips Family
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Pot Providence Pastor Rick’s Day Off Women’s Bible Men’s Morning Pastor George’s Day Off
Studies at 9:00am Group Young Moms Study at
9:30am
Franks Family ihﬁldenhF-arg”oyo Phillips Family
in 6 ellowship 7:00 pm
Fellowship 6:00pm Fellowship 6:30pm
27 28 29 30 31
Pastor Rick’s Day Off Women’s Bible Men’s Morning
Studies at 9:00am Group

Franks Family
Fellowship 6:00pm
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POT PROVIDENCE

Our next fellowship meal will be held on January 20th!
The Paine, Parris, Peters & Peterson Families will host.

If you are unable to serve, please

GREETERS

January 6 - Mathews Family
January 13 - Mork Family
January 20 - Morris Family

STORYTIME

If you are unable to work during the time you are
scheduled, you must find a replacement and
notify Doris or LaVerne Waalkes of the change.

January 6 - Doctor

January 27 - Neblett Family

February 3 - Newman-Mariotti Family
February 10 - Paine Family
February 17 - Parris Family
February 24 - Pfeiffer Family

January 13 - Hetherington/Pohlenz
January 20 - Hull
January 27 - Klaassen

February 3 - Malcom
February 10 - N & C Mathews
February 17 - Mork
February 24 - Parris

NURSERY

Thank you to all the new and veteran nursery workers! God is building a fun group
of people who love our little ones and love Him. A great combination! If you are a
person like that and your name is not on the following list, please give me a call
and we can talk about how the Lord may be leading you to serve Him in the
Heartland Nursery! (Scott and Sarah Willis: 744-9697)

Jesus said, “ Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” Matt 19:14.

Sunday School (9:15-10:30am) Worship (10:30-12:00pm)

January 6 - Lukoschat Leigh & Kristina Clark
Willis VACANCY!
January 13 - Wills Bruce
January 20 - VACANCY! Suzanne & Nevi Castro-Miller
Stephanie Atha
January 27 - Leach Larson
Willis Angie & Sarah Waalkes
February 3 - Jamie Schantz Willis
Willis
February 10 - Whitman Ralston
Willis
February 17 - Jama Challans VACANCY!
Willis
February 24 - Blackman VACANCY!
Willis

JANUARY
BIRTHDAYS

1: Daniel Johnson

2. Will Morris
Joe Cable

3. Zachary Dugger

6: Ben Franks
Cary Humphries

7: Lois Johnson
Heather Vaughn
Jackson Wegener
Katie Kahrs

9: Bob Crook

11: Nevada Castro-Miller

17: John Nadlicki

18: Mary Kay Larson

19: Nate Tolle

20: Emily Cable

2. Caleb Morris

27. Loa Kay Welles

28: George Bruce

30: Erin Pohlenz

3L Zach Martinez
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heartland
Community Church
457 S. Woodlawn
Wichita, KS 67218

www.heartlandpca.org

heartland

Community Church
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Pastor:
George Granberry

Associate Pastor:

Elders:

Rick Franks

Walter Berry
George Bruce
Gary Gensch
Bryan Hanning
Mike Hull

Ron Johnson
Jeff Morris

Stan Shelden
Rocky Trammell
LaVerne Waalkes
Brad Welles

Deacons:

Barry Malcom
Sandy Neblett
Steve Parris

Terry Peterson




