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July is upon us and the celebration of Independddag. It is a great

reminder of the great country we live in. It seeith the election year our@“%/ Mﬁ/r a’? “#/ “ﬁ/r a’?
country gets trashed for the sake of politics. Thated States is not

perfect. In fact, it is guilty of some great sirBut it is still a place that has

given to each of us incredible opportunities towgrtearn and, most of all,

to worship God in freedom. No matter what else rhaysaid about our

country, both good and bad, it is still a countrgtthas allowed us to pursue

our God, to own His Word, to share the gospel, é&thin a beautiful place

dedicated unashamedly to Him. Let’s not forget.tha

As | had the opportunity to reflect more on ourtyriiere at Heartland, | wanted to give a few mas&{s to ponder.
These are not original thoughts with me. They cémoe different authors. I'm sorry | don’t knowein names to give
them the proper credit. | will let you know whearh done quoting.

In Ephesians 4:1-6, the apostle Paul writes ofdeime in many different areas. This unity is no¢ evhich we have to
create, but one which already exists and must lgedtly preserved (vs. 3). It is based upon owarisly life in one
body, the universal church, the body of Christ 4<f. 2:15,16). All Christians are sealed, possdsand indwelt by the
same Spirit and look forward to the same hopeJysf. 1:18). We possess one Lord, that is, onegedupe Commander,
one common faith (one system of fundamental trbtyl by all Christians, and one baptism (i.e. sfaptism, cf. 1
Cor. 12:13).

Although unity is not created by us, it must bespreed by us. Paul says to diligently pursue u(ut 3) with an
attitude of humility (seeing ourselves as God doesyorthy recipients of His grace). The love whwé have for one
another should prompt us to put up with the diifierss of our fellow-Christians.

The first stage of love that leads to unity is hlitpnand gentleness. The second stage of love teefwim the first. It is
called patience or forbearance. If you have seennibjesty of God's holiness, you know your own rt@neass and
sinfulness, and you don't presume to deserve dpszaament. Another word for "forbearing” is "emuhg."

| am so glad Paul said we must endure one anddegfect people don't need to be endured or forg{@mossians
3:13). But we do, often. Paul is not naive. He kadkat there are a few people at Heartland whaan@py or critical
or unreliable or finicky. He knows the pastor hapigg holes in the fabric of his sanctification. I8s counsel here is
not how perfect people can live together in uriityt how real, imperfect people can maintain theéyuaf the Spirit,
namely, by enduring each other in love.

What is it that unites us?

Primarily, it is the saving work of Christ that tes us. Secondarily, it is the essential doctrthes define orthodoxy.
We have, in common, the blood of Christ that haenbghed for the forgiveness of our sins. True Tilans serve the
true and living God and we know Jesus in a persandlintimate way (1 Cor. 1:9). We have been reéeeby God

Himself. Furthermore, we have the body of Scrigéwvhich tell us the essentials of the faith, aedating from these
essentials means to be outside the camp of Christthe essential doctrines that we must knod amite in.

Why then, for all practical purposes, do we elehtenon-essential to the place of essentials@lié\® it is because of
immaturity and pride in various Christians. Showel not sacrifice our "perfect" opinion on a biblienatter for being
gracious to another brother or sister in Christfc@drse we should, but when that doesn't happerhave splits.

The Christian church, as a whole, needs to repéameed to look at ourselves. We need to look atburches. We
need to look at one another and decide that westgitid on the essential doctrines of the faiththatiwe will be united
against the enemy. Those of us who are uniteddo¥blibod of Christ are not enemies with one anotlibether we be
Presbyterian or Baptist or Lutheran. It may bédlift for many of us to look lovingly into the ey®f those of
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a different denomination without thinking in o

our theologies corrected when we stand before
throne of God. Therefore, we need to seek to wo
together to further the Kingdom of God.

Ask yourself what is most important in life. Isyibur
relationship with God? If it is, and it should bey,

perfect bond of unity (Col. 3:14).

| know that it is easy to speak these words arnsgl i
very difficult to apply them. That is true becatisee
love is difficult to live. But what if the worlddgan
to see the Christian Church uniting in spite ofdifferences? What if the world started to see hbes Christian
Church started to love not only their own churchmhers but other church members? What do you tiakatorld
would say if the churches' bickering stopped? Weayou think the unbelievers would say if they ssaliving more
and more the loving attitude and a sacrificial tifeChrist across denominational barriers? It wdugda tremendous
witness for Christ. It would be a tremendous assaukthe enemy and | know that God would use ithtiligto bring
others to Himself by His grace.

The unity Scripture calls us to is a unity in trugaul wrote;Now | plead with you, brethren, by the name of bord
Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, that there be no divisions among you, but that lye perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in the sardgment”(1 Cor. 1:10). He did not counsel the Corinthiemgrasp
for a superficial unity by setting truth aside aerdbracing an organizational unity without regarceond doctrine.
Nor did Paul order them to abandon their differsnaad simply place a blind and implicit trust irs l@postolic
magisterium. He was urging them to work throughrttigferences and strive to achieve unity in bbé&art and mind.
Such unity is possible only when people are thevasein union with Christ!For who has known the mind of the
Lord, that he will instruct Him? But we have thenchbf Christ"(1 Cor. 2:16).

That is precisely the kind of unity Christ was prayfor. There is nothing superficial about itidta unity of spirit. It
is a unity in truth. And that is why, in the contex His prayer for unity, Christ also praye&anctify them in the
truth; Your word is truth'{(John 17:17).

This is me speaking again--1 do thank God for tlay we have come through our difficult time with @limgness to
talk with and love one another. | have seen Gdlihgws together. Let’s not allow these discaasito cause us to
forget what our calling is. Let's get our eyes offour intramural debates and remember that we laamission--to
preach the gospel to the world.

Paul states,For there is no distinction between Jew and Grdekthe same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in
riches for all who call upon Him; for ‘WHOEVER WIICALL UPON THE NAME OF THE LORD will be saved.’
How then shall they call upon Him in whom they hawoé believed? And how shall they believe in Hinomvithey
have not heard? And how shall they hear withoutespher? And how shall they preach unless theysant? Just
as it is written, ‘HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF OBE WHO BRING GLAD TIDINGS OF GOOD
THINGS! However, they did not all heed the glatihgs; for Isaiah says, ‘LORD, who has believend BEPORT?’
So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by thedvadrChrist (Rom. 10:12-17).

To make a difference, we need to be personallglied. | am so excited to see so many of our gegping on
short-term missions and being involved in many wagth here and overseas this summer. | am so mitdse
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folks who are giving of themselves to spread thspgb your own neighborhood. Keep coming to worship our
and build the kingdom of God around the world.islt glorious, saving God. Most of all, don’'t forgeteth
great to see how many others of us are enterimgtive  greatest sacrifice, that of our Lord Jesus, whal ¢ioe
world of the hurting and lost. May God bless odoe§ give you eternal freedom. Share that good news wit

can make a difference. Let’s shine out the lighClrist .
into our community and be known as a church thegsca == eorge

while not being afraid to preach the truth. Héipge in WM | W

DIGGING FOR HIDDEN TREASURES

Most months, | try to use my newsletter article itdorm, challenge, or

encourage you in some way that will help you gromwour relationship with

Christ. My desire is no less for you this montbwever, this time, during these
summer months of more relaxed schedules at horheuight that | might give

you something a little different that you could thgether as a family or even
individually, to test some of your knowledge of theoks of the Bible! Below is

a paragraph that contains the names of sixteensbafathe Bible in the text. The
Bible truly is to be treasured, so let me challegga to see how many of the
hidden books you can find. Then after you have daabnth to think about it, |

will relieve your stress by giving you the answenext month’s newsletter.

with great fruit. all those around you.
Let’s continue to be involved. Let's keep praythgt we Have a great month of freedom in Chri?)/%

“l once made a remark about the hidden books oBthke. It was a lulu, kept people looking so hard
for facts and for others it was a revelation. Saveee in a jam, especially since the names of the
books were not capitalized, but the truth finattyisk home to numbers of readers. To others, & ava
real job. We want it to be a most fascinating feaments for you. Yes, there will be some reallsyea
ones to spot. Others may require judges to hemthl will quickly admit that it usually takes a
minister to find one of them and there will be Idachentations when it is found. A little lady sayse
brews a cup of tea, so she can concentrate b&gs.how well you can compete. Relax now, forether
are really sixteen names of books of the Biblénia story.”

Now that you have had a go at digging into thisageaph to see if you can mine the names of thes®dks,
let me challenge you today to set aside time watlr family to dig into the depths of God’s Worddamine
the treasures which are of eternal significances&dfit!

"Teach me, O LORD, the way of Your statutes, Anddllsobserve it to the
end.Give me understanding, that | may observe YourAad keep it with all
myheart. Make me walk in the path of Your commandsiefor | delight in

it. Incline my heart to Your testimonies And notdishonesgain. Turn away
my eyes from looking at vanity, And revive me infavays.Establish Your
word to Your servant, As that which produces reneecfor You. Turn away
my reproach which | dread, For Your ordinancesgaed. Behold, | long for
Your precepts; Revive me through Your righte@ssn (Psalm 119:33-40 NAU)

In Christ,
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Core Value- Stewardship PANR
Sound the alarm!!Just a reminder to the bodv"lhﬂ‘

that we are still running behind on general [ ]
giving. Our weekly need is a little more than K08 per week and we have been routinely receiviig $
$10,000 per week. We have had an occasional ¢afiginat has helped out but we are still about,$80
under-funded year-to-date. That's about $5000marth. We don't want to make drastic cuts to gtsje
and ministry initiatives, and we certainly don'tw#o cut staff. Please pray about what role yoai your
family will play in increasing your tithe and gifte meet the budget needs of the church and pay dosv
debt.

I'm glad the Lord is in control.

Blessings,
Bryan Hanning
Elder-Stewardship
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QW’@L e "There is no power like that of prevailing prayef Abraham pleading for Sodom,
y Jacob wrestling in the stiliness of the night, Mostanding in the breach, Hannah

intoxicated with sorrow, David heartbroken with i@se and grief, Jesus in sweat of blood. Add t® likt
from the records of the church your personal olaem and experience, and always there is theafost
passion unto blood. Such prayer prevails. It tumanary mortals into men of power. It brings powler
brings fire. It brings rain. It brings life. It brgs God." -Samuel Chadwick "

m PsALMS 65:1-5(NAS)

1 There will be silence before Thee, {and} peaits Zion , O God;
and to Thee the vow will be performed.

2 O Thou who dost hear prayer, to Thee all nene:

3 Iniquities prevail against me; as for our sgressions, Thou dost forgive them.

4 How blessed is the one whom Thou dost chaoskpring near {to Thee} to dwell in Thy courtseW
will be satisfied with the goodness of Thy housky Tioly temple.

5 By awesome {deeds} Thou dost answer us inemgisness, O God of our salvation, Thou who art the
trust of all the ends of the earth and of the festlsea.

P N e f R R A N T Ea R e n e ae
# o)

Thank you to everyone who sent in updates for thg
Church directory! r:ﬁ

Directories are available for you to pick up in -?:'ﬁ
Gathering Area of the Church. If you would like®=
have a PDF version of the directory, please letd&iknow at heartlandoffice@att.net.

Graduates & Students Away from Home - Be sure ¢oigde your updated information to
the church office before you leave for school!

P N e f R R A N T Ea R e n e ae
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1 2 3
Pastor Rick out of
office until July 3
No Sunday School Pastor George at
for the Summer General Assembly
& on Vacation
until July 6
4 10:35 Worship | 5 6 7 8 9 10
Communion Pastor George’s
Mercy Offering | CHURCH Day Off
OFFICE
INDEPENDENCE | CLOSED FOR
DAY 4th OF JULY
Prayer Team Mtg
% 7:00pm
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Pastor Rick’s Pastor George’s
10:35 Worship Day Off Day Off
Deacons’ Mtg Session 6:30pm
6:30pm
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Pastor George’s
10:35 Worship Pastor Rick’s Finance Meeting Day Off
Day Off 7:00am
August
Newsletter
Deadline!
25 26 27 T 28 29 30 31
Pastor George’s
10:35 Worship Pastor Rick’s Day Off
Day Off
7pm - 10:00pm

EveningPrayer

NEW ARRIVAL:

Hannah Grace Kubacz was born to

Dean and Dianna Kubacz on Friday
May 28" at 1:11 pm. “Gracie” weigh
8 Ibs, 2 0oz and was 20 inches long.

B
JAl
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Please arrive at 10:15 a.m.

July 4 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL Nate, Celeste, Lizzi Matthews /
Lois Johnson

July 11 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL Mark and Sherri Kahrs/ Carrigans

July 18 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL Gertz/ Beth and Sarah Franks

July 25 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL  Ralston/Abigail Fetzik Q{WM

Aug 1 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL Greg and Mary Kahrs/Lisa Paine July Birthdays
Aug 8 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL Castro-Miller/Anne Wegener 3: Nina Holder
. _ 5: Clinton Gouldner
Aug 15 Whitman/Lauren Pohlenz  Brinkman/Rachel 8 Jens Lukoschat
and Stephanie Shelden '
9: Cheryl Hetherington

Worshipers In Training Schedule John-Michael Kahrs
Paul Waalkes

10: Lesa Wischmeyer

11: Grace Langness
13: Dan DeJong
14: Phillip Zimmerman

(B 15: Steven Blick
Debbie Palmer

16: Aaron Alexander

# $%% .
17: Stephanie Shelden
Jeremiah Wegener
$& $% 19: Suzanne Castro-Miller
() Stephen Granberry
22: Benjamin Ralston
24: Amber Zimmerman
(0)0 /1 2 2 25: Bryan Hannaford
00O / 3 4 26: Cindy Hanning
(00 1 3 27: Pat Langness
(0,50 6 1 & |/ Nathan Willis
*0 0 2 1 / 3 28: George Ervin
*0*0 7 8 3 29: Brigitte Crist
*0 50 4 4 30: Timothy Bouma
*0,,0 | 4 & . 31: Addie Hannaford
*0,-0 4 4 9: 1




457 S. Woodlawn
Wichita, KS 67218
www.heartlandpca.org

Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Worship 10:35 a.m.




