
heartland  connection 
March 2008   Volume 14, Issue 3 

     Continued on Page 2 

Dear friends, 

 

 This month we will celebrate the greatest event in the life of any Christian--Easter.  That glorious death when “up from the grave 
He arose.”  And we sing, “Christ the Lord is risen today.  Alleluia!”.  As we praise Him together by declaring, “Thine is the Glory, 
Risen, Conquering Son!”  

 

  This is also the time when we remember his triumphal entry into Jerusalem whereby he proclaimed Himself to be the King.  We 
see the reaction of the people as they throw their coats on the road in front of Him, waving their palm branches, and shouting 
Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.” Hallelujah! 

 

 But what we often do is forget that between Palm Sunday and Easter is what we call Good Friday.  Just one short week later this 
same crowd cries out, “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!”  This is the day when our Lord was crucified.  This is the day He went through 
unspeakable torture and betrayal and pain and mocking and scourging and being nailed to a cross.  This is the day when He took our 
sins upon Himself.  This is the day when He cried out, “It is finished!” 

 

 As we have done in the past, we will have a Good Friday service at 7pm on Friday, March 21.  It is a time to stop and reflect again 
on what took place on that day.  Without the death of Christ on the Cross, we have no forgiveness.  Without Him being the perfect 
sacrifice, our sins are still on us and the wrath of God has not been satisfied. 

 

 That is why the cross of Christ is so central to what we believe as Christians.  It is not a piece of jewelry that we wear, it was an 
instrument of torture and of death.  But God used it to save us.  Listen to a few quotes on the importance of the cross: 

 

 “If we were limited to one word that could be used to tell who God is, that word would be Cross. Every attribute of God is on full 
display in the cross. We see His holiness and justice; God hates sin and must punish it! We see His wisdom in finding a way to be 
both Just and Justifier of the ungodly. We see His omnipresence in being in heaven and pouring His wrath upon His Son, while 
being on earth enduring His own wrath in the person of His Son. We see His sovereignty in saving the one thief and passing the 
other by. We see His power in being able to put away sin. We see His eternal purpose unfold in "the Lamb slain from the foundation 
of the world." And how the attributes of love, grace, and mercy shine forth from the cross! Is it any wonder Paul said, "I determined 
not to know anything among you save Jesus Christ and Him crucified," and "God forbid that I should glory save in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ." There really is nothing else to preach or glory in! If we think there is, it is evident that we have never seen the 
real meaning of the cross”--Todd Nibert 

 

 “The cross work of Christ is central to the Christian faith and its proclamation, because of who it was who died on the cross and 
what it was he did there. With the apostles the church affirms that it was the eternal Son of God, the Word who became flesh, the 
Lord of glory, who died on Calvary (Rom. 9:5; Titus 2:13; Heb. 1:8; 2 Pet. 1:1; John 1:1, 14; 20:28; 1 Cor. 2:8). Accordingly, in 
its best moments, the church has “gloried in nothing but the cross” (Gal. 6:14) and has “resolved to know nothing among [the 
nations] except Jesus Christ and him crucified” (1 Cor. 2:2). It has done so even though it knows that the preaching of the cross is 
“a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles” (1 Cor. 1:23). It has done so, not only because it knows that “God was 
pleased through the foolishness of preaching [the message of the cross] to save those who believe” (1 Cor. 1:18, 21), but also 
because it recognizes that the cross of Christ is “the power of God and the wisdom of God” (1 Cor. 1:24). For Paul to characterize 
the cross of Christ the way he did in 1 Corinthians 1:24—”the power of God and the wisdom of God”—implies that God 
accomplished a truly great salvation through the cross work of the Lord of Glory. One can sketch the momentous outlines of that 
“so great salvation” simply by surveying what the New Testament epistles affirm about the “body,” “blood,” “cross,” and “death” 
of Christ, words which taken in their contexts represent that great work in terms of a sacrifice (see also 1 Cor. 5:7; Heb. 7:27; 
9:26, 28; 10:10, 12, 14)”.--Robert R. Reymond, A New Systematic Theology of the Christian Faith. 
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 The Cross of Christ is not just a doctrine to be learned.  It is extremely practical in its meaning for each of us.  So what 
difference does the cross make to us today?  How should I think about it or begin to apply it to my life?  Listen to these 
words from J.C. Ryle: 

 

 “Are you a distressed believer? Is your heart pressed down with sickness, tried with disappointments, over-burdened with 
cares? To you also I say this day, "behold the cross of Christ." Think whose hand it is that chastens you: think whose hand 
is measuring to you the cup of bitterness which you are now drinking. It is the hand of Him that was crucified. It is the 
same hand that in love to your soul was nailed to the accursed tree. Surely that thought should comfort and hearten you. 
Surely you should say to yourself, "A crucified Saviour will never lay upon me anything that is not good for me. There is a 
needs be. It must be well!" 

 

 Are you a believer that longs to be more holy? Are you one that finds his heart too ready to love earthly things? To you 
also I say, "Behold the cross of Christ." Look at the cross; think of the cross; meditate on the cross, and then go and set 
your affections on the world if you can. I believe that holiness is nowhere learned so well as on Calvary; I believe you 
cannot look much at the cross without feeling your will sanctified, and your tastes made more spiritual. As the sun gazed 
upon makes everything else look dark and dim, so does the cross darken the false splendour of this world. As honey tasted 
makes all other things seem to have no taste at all, so does the cross seen by faith take all the sweetness out of the 
pleasures of the world. Keep on every day steadily looking at the cross of Christ, and you will soon say of the world.....Its 
pleasures now no longer please.... 

 

 Are you a dying believer? Have you gone to that bed from which something within tells you will never come down alive? 
Are you drawing near to that solemn hour, when soul and body must part for a season, and you must launch into a world 
unknown? Oh, look steadily at the cross of Christ, and you shall be kept in peace! Fix the eyes of your mind firmly on Jesus 
crucified, and He shall deliver you from all your fears. Though you walk through dark places He will be with you. He will 
never leave you,—never forsake you. Sit under the shadow of the cross to the very last, and its fruit shall be sweet to your 
taste. "Ah," said a dying missionary, "there is but one thing needful on a death-bed, and that is to feel one's arms around 
the cross!" 
 

 Are you living in any kind of sin? Are you following the course of this world, and neglecting your soul? Hear, I beseech 
you, what I say to you this day: "Behold the cross of Christ." See there how Jesus loved you! See there what Jesus suffered 
to prepare for you a way of salvation! Yes: careless men and women, for you that blood was shed! For you those hands and 
feet were pierced with nails. For you that body hung in agony on the cross! You are those whom Jesus loved, and for whom 
He died! Surely that love ought to melt you. Surely the thought of the cross should draw you to repentance. Oh, that it 
might be so this very day! Oh, that you would come at once to that Saviour who died for you, and is willing to save! Come, 
and cry to Him with the prayer of faith, and I know that He will listen. Come, and lay hold upon the cross, and I know that 
He will not cast you out. Come, and believe on Him who died on the cross, and this very day you shall have eternal life. 
How will you ever escape if you neglect so great salvation? None surely will be so deep in hell as those who despise the 
cross. 
 

 Are you inquiring the way toward heaven. "Are you seeking salvation, but doubtful whether you can find it? Are you 
desiring to have an interest in Christ, but doubting whether Christ will receive you? To you also I say this day, "Behold the 
cross of Christ." Here is encouragement if you really want it. Draw near to the Lord Jesus with boldness, for nothing need 
keep you back. His arms are open to receive you: His heart is full of love towards you. He has made a way by which you 
may approach Him with confidence. Think of the cross. Draw near, and fear not. 

 

 Reader, I lay these thoughts before your mind. What you think now about the cross of Christ, I cannot tell; but I can wish 
you nothing better than this,—that you may be able to say with the apostle Paul, before you die or meet the Lord, "God 
forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ."--J.C. Ryle 

 

 Good Friday is good because of what God has accomplished for us.  I look forward to our time to gather together and be 
humbled as we remember His death.  Then we can celebrate rightly the resurrection of Lord Jesus.   

 

 Have a great month.  I love you all!  

 

 At the Foot of the Cross, 

 George 



Good Afternoon! 

My name is Tara Lawrence and I'm a college student in Hays, KS. I was one of the "sponsors" with the group of High school students from 
Thomas Moore Prep Marian that visited your church yesterday (2/24) morning! I just wanted to let you know that coming to that service and 
being able to worship the Lord with you as well as the rest of the church congregation was such a blessing!! Your message was wonderful 
and it was exactly what I needed to hear at this point in my life! I felt so welcome by everyone and it was very apparent that Christ is 
working in and through your church! I just wanted to thank you for welcoming us into your church and hopefully next time I am in Wichita I 
will be able to attend again! 

In Christ, 
Tara 

Congratulations to  

Nate & Audrey Tolle 

 on the birth of their son 

Caleb Asher Tolle 

Born February 4th at  

9:55 a.m., weighing 7 lbs 2 oz and 

measuring 18” long! 

Congratulations to  

Sandy & Mandi Neblett 

 on the birth of their son 

Peter Joseph Neblett 

Born February 22nd at  

4:30 p.m., weighing 8 lbs  

12 oz & measuring 20” long! 

Congratulations to Diane Atkinson 

& Marco Albert, who are engaged 

to be married! 

Our prayers are with the Blick 

family on the passing of 

Deborah’s father in February. 

MARCH 9TH! 

 

Greetings from London! 

                Our team is reading the book, "Total Church" by Tim Chester and Steve Timmis which has been helpful for me as I 

think about what the mission of the church, and what my mission is to be here in London.  I was struck by the following quote: 

"Major events have a role to play in church life, but the bedrock of gospel ministry is low-key, ordinary, day-to-day work which 

often goes unseen.  Most gospel ministry involves ordinary people doing ordinary things with gospel intentionality."  

                 This principle hit home last week during our interaction with the family of a mother and her five adult daughters who 

live across our street.  As Josephine walked by, the oldest daughter, R, was trying to install a closed circuit camera outside her 

house and Jos offered my help.  Jos had been to their home before but  this was my first time and as I followed her upstairs, 

she asked if I had my head covered.  "Yes - I have my knit cap on" was my reply.  "Oh, good, cause we have to work in the 'God 

room'" said R. 

                 The "God room" is the room dedicated to the Sikh scriptures and prayer.  It is also a memorial to their teenage son/

brother who died three years ago after being hit by a car.  Although the daughters seem typical British Asian, the youngest 

wears a turban (very unusual for a woman) and told me before that she is a "religious freak".   She came over to the room while 

I was working to bring me "holy water" and a snack from the Sikh temple.  We chatted for a few minutes and then out of the 

blue she said, "I'd like to come to church with you sometime.  Will they let me in with my turban?"   I mentioned that we've had 

others with turbans at church and it would be great for her to come. I was struck again in how something so ordinary could end 

up with a Sikh asking to come to church! 

 Please pray for our neighbors and that our family could continue doing ordinary things with gospel intentionality! 

The Hatch Family 
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Oh, March is a wonderful month - that transition time between winter and the coming spring.  We begin to see those signs of new life around us.  This 
year March is especially wonderful, as we have the joy and privilege of celebrating the new life we have been given through the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.  Easter should be a time of tremendous worship and celebration in the life of the believer, and in light of that fact, I would like to continue 
along the lines of personal worship I began discussing last month, as well as suggest practices that may enhance our corporate worship.  If our worship is 
to be God honoring, we as God’s people must come to worship on Sunday morning with hearts that have been cultivated by the worship of God all week 
long.  It is important that we worship God regularly (daily), both individually and as families. 

This month, especially with Easter on the way, I would like to challenge each of us to consider putting some very practical preparations in place as we 
prepare to come to worship each Sunday.  The following list was compiled by a group of Christians who shared with me their preparation practices during 
a study on worship a few years ago.  Prayerfully consider making the following part of your routine: 

Throughout the Week: 

▪ Pray for those leading in worship (Pastor, musicians, vocalists, Elders, etc.). 

▪ Pray for the pastor as he prepares each part of the service.  Pray that the Lord would give him ample study time and will put on his heart the 
very words he is to speak. 

▪ During your family devotions, keep a journal of praises to God throughout the week.  Then bring your “bouquet of praise” that you have gath-
ered with you on Sunday.  As people file in to worship on Sunday, take time to prepare your heart for worship by reading through your 
journal. 

▪ Post the bulletin announcements and prayer requests on the fridge to remind you to pray for the work and worship of our church. 

▪ Keep short accounts with others.  Ask forgiveness when you sin against someone, so that you might come humbly before the Lord, knowing 
that you are at peace with everyone as much as it depends on you. 

▪ If you are planning to be out of town over a Lord’s Day, plan ahead where and when you are going to worship. 

▪ Understand the purpose and the elements of worship by taking advantage of the many resources available to educate and deepen your under-
standing of worship.  (Books and sermons on worship, Bible studies on the subject, etc).  Share this information with your kids. 

On Saturday: 

▪ Set clothes, Bibles, and Sunday School materials out on Saturday night. 

▪ Take time to read the Scripture passage that the pastor will be preaching on the next day.  Pray that hearts would be fertile soil for God’s Word 
and that our worship would be pleasing to God. 

▪ Get a good night’s sleep (plan your Saturday night activities so that you can get home early enough to get a good night’s rest). 

On Sunday: 

▪ Plan to get to church early. 

▪ Make Sunday School attendance a regular part of your Sunday practice.  An hour spent together with other believers in the study of God’s word 
is a great way to prepare for worship! 

▪ Train your family to take time before the worship service to take care of personal needs (i.e. go to the restroom, get a drink of water, etc).  
Being able to sit through the whole service can be a great way to enrich your worship as well as guard against being a distraction to others. 

▪ Use the time before worship for reading from the Scriptures, or reading over the hymns that will be sung.  Save most of your visiting for after 
the service.  When you do visit, devote the first few minutes after the service to greet visitors and others that you do not know or know 
well. 

▪ Teach your children how to follow the order of worship and how to mark hymns, Scriptures, etc. 

▪ Remember, we do not merely go to church on Sunday, we go to worship.  To go to church could imply that we merely gather at a central loca-
tion to participate in an activity.  However, if worship is our focus then we gather to meet with our 
God and to enjoy our relationship with Him. 

I hope you find these practices as refreshing and helpful as our family has.  May this Easter season of worship be 
especially meaningful for each of us, as we diligently and joyfully prepare to come to worship each Sunday! 

 In Christ, 

Pastor Rick 



POT PROVIDENCEPOT PROVIDENCEPOT PROVIDENCEPOT PROVIDENCE    
Join us March 16th  after worship for our monthly fellowship meal! 

Please bring enough to feed your family & a little extra for visitors! 
 

 

Our themes this month is 
 

ITALIAN! 
    

    

    

                            *Everyone:     *Everyone:     *Everyone:     *Everyone: Bring a dessert!  

 
Please call Jeanine Schantz at 776-0099 if  you have any questions! 

 

*HOSTS:  Ralston, Shelden, Strain, and Tinius Families 

(Hosts, if you have a scheduling conflict, it is imperative that you trade with another family! Just look down 

the directory to see who will be scheduled next & start calling!) 
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*Families:  Bring a 9x13 main dish AND side*Families:  Bring a 9x13 main dish AND side*Families:  Bring a 9x13 main dish AND side*Families:  Bring a 9x13 main dish AND side 

*Singles/Newlyweds:  Bring a 9x13 main dish OR side*Singles/Newlyweds:  Bring a 9x13 main dish OR side*Singles/Newlyweds:  Bring a 9x13 main dish OR side*Singles/Newlyweds:  Bring a 9x13 main dish OR side 

Help Wanted!Help Wanted!Help Wanted!Help Wanted!    

If you would like to join the meal teams, please 

call Emily Cable at 213-3428.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Meal Team Ministry helps Heartlanders by 

blessing them with food after the birth of a 

child, surgery, death in the family, etc. Our God 

has blessed us with many little ones in recent 

months & we’ve got more on the way! Please 

consider participating in this invaluable ministry! 

ATTENTION ALL HIGH SCHOOLERS!ATTENTION ALL HIGH SCHOOLERS!ATTENTION ALL HIGH SCHOOLERS!ATTENTION ALL HIGH SCHOOLERS!    

 
Don’t miss Sunday School on March 9th! We will be 

celebrating your diligent study of the  
Book of Romans.  

 
Congratulations, 
you have studied 
the entire book 
inductively!  

 
Come hungry to 
Sunday School on 
the 9th, and don’t 
forget Daylight 
Saving Time! 
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MARCH 2008 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      
 

1 
HS Youth Retreat 

2 
Communion 

Mercy Offering 
 
 
New Members Class 
3-6 pm 
 
Franks Home 
Fellowship Group 
6:00 pm 

3 
Pastor Rick’s Day Off 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Missions Committee 
Meeting 7:00 pm 

5 
Ladies Bible Studies  
at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
HS Youth at 6:30 
p.m. 
 
Book of Daniel Study 
(Granberry) 7:00 
p.m. 

6 
 

 
 
 
 

Session 6:30 p.m. 
 
HS & MS Girls Bible 
Studies 7:00 p.m. 

7 
Pastor George’s Day Off 
 
Young Mom’s Study at 
9:00 a.m. 

 

Phillips Home 
Fellowship Group 
6:00 p.m. 

8 

9 
DAYLIGHT 
SAVING TIME 
 
Mercy Committee 
Meeting after 
Worship 
 
Franks Home 
Fellowship Group 
6:00 pm 

10 
Pastor Rick’s Day Off 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Deacons Meeting  
at 6:30 p.m. 

12 
Ladies Bible Studies  
at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
HS Youth at 6:30 
p.m. 
 
Book of Daniel Study 
(Granberry) 7:00 
p.m. 

13 
 
 
 

 
Case for Kids Study 
(Morris) 6:30 p.m. 

Chosen By God 
Study (Shelden)  
7:00 p.m. 

14 
Pastor George’s Day Off 
 
Young Mom’s Study at 
9:00 a.m. 
 
 
Phillips Home 
Fellowship Group 
6:00 p.m. 

15 

16 
Pot Providence 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Franks Home 
Fellowship Group 
6:00 pm 

17 
Pastor Rick’s Day Off 

18 19 
No Ladies Bible 
Studies - SPRING 
BREAK 
 
HS Youth at 6:30 
p.m. 
 
Book of Daniel Study 
(Granberry) 7:00 
p.m. 

20 
Finance Meeting  
at 7:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
Session 6:30 p.m. 
 
HS & MS Girls Bible 
Studies 7:00 p.m. 

21 
Pastor George’s Day Off 
 
Young Mom’s Study at 
9:00 a.m. 
 
 
Good Friday Service at 
7:00 pm 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
EASTER SUNDAY 
 
Franks Home 
Fellowship Group 
6:00 pm 

 
30 
Franks Home 
Fellowship Group 
6:00 pm 

24 
Pastor Rick’s Day Off 
 
 
 
 
 
31 
Pastor Rick’s Day Off 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ministry Team 
Meeting at 4:30 pm 

26 
Ladies Bible Studies  
at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
HS Youth at 6:30 
p.m. 
 
Book of Daniel Study 
(Granberry) 7:00 
p.m. 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Case for Kids Study 
(Morris) 6:30 p.m. 

Chosen By God 
Study (Shelden)  
7:00 p.m. 

28 
Pastor George’s Day Off 
 
Young Mom’s Study at 
9:00 a.m. 

 

 
 
Phillips Home 
Fellowship Group 
6:00 p.m. 

29 

       



GREETERS 
March 2 - Phillips Family 

March 9 - Ralston Family 

March 16 - Schantz Family 

March 23 - Shelden Family 

March 30 - Trammell Family 
 

April 6 - LaVerne Waalkes Family  

April 13 - Paul Waalkes Family 

April 20 - Wegener Family 

April 27 - Welles Family 

STORYTIME 
If you are unable to work during the time you are scheduled,  

you must  find a replacement and notify  
Doris or LaVerne Waalkes of the change. 

March 2 - Peterson 
March 9 - Ralston 
March 16 - Shelden 
March 23 - Welles 

March 30 - Wilson 

April 6 - Woodlief 

April 13 - Berry 
April 20 - Doctor 
April 27 - Glass 

NURSERY    
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” Matt 19:14  Thanks to all our new 
nursery workers, and of course our “old faithfuls”. You are helping our littlest ones 
feel comfortable at church, and their parents to focus on worship or Bible study, 
knowing their children are well cared for. There are still some openings, so let me 

know if God is nudging you to sit on the floor and play with His kids!  
– Scott and Sarah Willis 744-9697 

 
 

            Sunday School  (9:15-10:30am)     Worship (10:30-12:00pm) 

 
March 2 -   Willis        Leigh & Kristina Clark 
          Amy & Rachel Shelden 
 

March 9 -       Chris & Angela Deck    Bruce Team 
 

March 16 -      Atha        Castro-Miller Team 
 

March 23 -     Leach        Larson Team 
                               Angie & Sarah Waalkes 
 

March 30 -     Jamie Schantz           Andrew & Lindsay Strain  
                       Jama Challans          

MARCH 
BIRTHDAYS 

  1: Jane Shelden 

      Sara Blackman 

  2: Angie Jeffrey 

  3: Cynthia Shelden 

  4: Isabella Castro-Miller 

      Jeff Dugger 

                  Craig Doctor 

  7: Ryan Ralston 

  8: Jamen Mork 

     Celeste Woodlief 

  9: JD Willis 

11: Amy Wegener 

12: Sam Elder 

    Griff Hanning 

13: Matt Wilson 

16: Michael Bruce 

     John William Ralston 

18: Devin Mork 

     Heidi Whitman 

19: Gabrielle Phillips 

     Jeanine Schantz 

23: Lizzie Bruce 

24: Laura Bergen 

26: Mark Waalkes 

      Larry Whitman 

27: Samuel Cable 

30: JJ Lukoschat 

POT PROVIDENCE 
Our next fellowship meal will be held on March 16th! 
The Ralston, Shelden, Strain & Tinius Families will host. 

If you are unable to serve, please                                               
trade with another family and notify Jeanine Schantz! 
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