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Dear friends,

What crazy weather we seem to have here in Kansas. With the weather we have been having it seems
that Spring is already here. | already have flowers blooming and this is the last week of February! March is
supposedly the last month of conflict when the warm air and wind of spring take on the cold and snow in that
final battle with Winter. There is usually one last freeze and possibly snow. The skies are dark and cloudy.
Things still look barren while at the same time the flowers are beginning to push up and the trees are
developing their buds. Everything is ready to burst forth in new life. As much as Winter tries to hold on,
Spring will come.

Often times, our spiritual lives are the same. As Paul reminds us in Romans 7, it seems our sin keeps
holding on. He says, "For that which | am doing, | do not understand; for | am not practicing what | would like
to do, but | am doing the very thing | hate...For | know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for
the wishing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not. For the good that | wish, | do not do; but |
practice the very evil that | do not wish... | find then the principle that evil is present in me, the one who
wishes to do good" (Romans 7:15-21).

We know what we ought to be doing and we desire to see that newness in our lives but sin keeps
creeping back in and occasionally it seems like a last effort to overcome us. But we must keep on following
Christ. We must keep our eyes on the finish line and the reward to come. The apostle Paul reminds us, “Do
you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that
you may win. And everyone who competes in the games exercises self-control in all things. They then do it
to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. Therefore | run in such a way, as not without aim; |
box in such a way, as not beating the air; but | buffet my body and make it my slave, lest possibly, after |
have preached to others, | myself should be disqualified.” (1Cor. 9:24-27)

Spring will come, so will our victory in Christ. It will take effort, discipline and work but we will win the
prize. Winter cannot hold on indefinitely and our sin can’t either. One day we will be conformed into the
image of Christ and we will be perfect and holy people in our experience. Romans 8:29 promises us, "For
those whom he foreknew, he predestined to become conformed into the image of His Son." Or in 1 John,
“We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is” (1 John 3:2).
“Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of withesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every
encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set
before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured
the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider Him
who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you may not grow weary and lose
heart.” (Hebrews 12:1-3)

Jesus said in John 3:8, "The wind blows where it wishes and we hear the sound of it, but do not know
where it comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit." He reminds Nicodemus
that wind is a great illustration of all those who have been born of the Spirit. In Scripture, the word for wind
and spirit are the same. Just as we don't see the wind, or where it comes from or where it is going, so it is
with the Spirit. We know the wind is blowing because we see things moving. The only way we can really
know that the Spirit has come is by the results He leaves in our lives. The fruit of the Spirit--love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness and self-control--are a proof to us, the world and to
each other here at Heartland, that the Spirit of God has truly touched our lives. We need to be filled with the
Spirit as with a mighty wind.
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Many of you are facing very difficult times and the prospect for the near future doesn’t look good. Lay offs, financial
stress and difficulties. But what a great opportunity for us to be the church. What a time for the Spirit to blow through
our congregation as we care for and love one another very practically. We may have the privilege of sacrificially giving
and providing for our brothers and sisters who are going through great hardships. How exciting to think we can begin to
mirror the church in Acts. “And the congregation of those who believed were of one heart and soul; and not one of
them claimed that anything belonging to him was his own; but all things were common property to them. And with great
power the apostles were giving witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was upon them all.
For there was not a needy person among them, for all who were owners of land or houses would sell them and bring
the proceeds of the sales, and lay them at the apostles’ feet; and they would be distributed to each, as any had need”.
(Acts 4:31-35)

| pray that as you encounter the wind this month, it will cause you to consider what the Spirit wants to do in your
life. Look at where you are now in your walk with Christ. It may not seem like it and you may not be where you should
be or want to be, but He is at work. The same is true at Heartland. We are beginning to bear the fruit of the Spirit in our
lives. We are beginning to feel the burden for the lost. We are learning to love one another better. We are practicing
patience. We are finding ways to do acts of kindness to those around us. Our times of worship are joyful experiences.

Change is coming. Spring is overcoming Winter. Warmth and sun are triumphing over cold and clouds. Life is
winning over death. God is at work. So at those times when it seems like you will never improve and your life feels as
dark as the March sky and you keep asking , “How come it's taking me so long to get better?”, remember what Paul
said in Philippians 1:6 “For | am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until
the day of Christ Jesus.” Keep striving towards obedience. You will succeed. God has guaranteed it.

Thanks for being involved in each other's lives. Thanks for being faithful to Jesus. Keep finding ways to serve
Him here at Heartland. | love you all.

George
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February’s theme is “Italian”
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Everyone bring a dessert!

MARCH: Klaassen, Larson, Lukoschat, and Luper Families

Hosts, please arrive early to set up and plan to stay after the meal to clean up. See Jeanine
Schantz for a list of hosting duties. If you are unable to host on your assigned date, please
trade with another family on the list and call Jeanine to let her know!

**All member families take turns hosting throughout the year**
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Calling All Compassion International Sponsors! &
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We look forward to Compassion Sunday, April 26; a time to
celebrate what the Lord is doing in the lives of children around the
X world! If you already sponsor a child through Compassion, would
you please let us know? We would at least like to know who you

are! In addition, would you be willing to:
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Wear a button on Compassion Sunday so others may talk to you about
your experience?

Submit a picture of yourself and the child(ren) you sponsor for a display?
Submit a short paragraph telling of your experience, e.g. how your family

has grown in mission awareness, how God has used your child in your life,
growth you’ve seen in your child etc?
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Please call or email Sarah Willis (sachan@cox.net, 744-9697) or Heid
Whitman (hswhitman@sbcglobal.net, 691-1321)
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We've finally got our WITs about us!

You've heard about the new vision and the new format, but have you heard about Story Time's
new name? WIT stands for “Worshipers In Training” because that is exactly what we are doing!
We don't have to teach kids to worship, because as humans we all worship something. What we
do have to do, is train them correctly; we have to help them understand who we are to worship
and how we are to do that biblically. As parents, this responsibility and privilege falls to you,
however, sometimes it is hard to communicate these truths on an age appropriate level. We in
WIT want to help! We want to assist you as parents in reinforcing what is already being taught at
home through our program. The time has finally arrived, the moment you have all been waiting for
is here; Story time will officially become WIT on March 15 when we kick off our new format and
implement our new vision. If you haven't heard what we are doing in this new program, now is the
time to find out, because March 15 will soon be here! If you would
like more information please call 295-6633 or e-mail us at
MarkandKatieO8@gmail.com.

Mark and Katie Waalkes
WIT Coordinators
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DESPERATION

I wonder sometimes if God has made me a teacher because I need to learn so much. I find that as I study in preparation to
teach, the more I must grapple with the Word of God. It is no less the case in the current class that I am co-teaching.

Matt Gertz and I have started a class on the Spiritual Disciplines; particularly covering the Christian’s practice of daily
study in the Word of God and daily prayer. (By the way, if you are not currently attending a Sunday School class,
consider this a formal invitation to join us at 9:15am).

As I seek to not only grasp what the Scriptures say, but also to live it out in my life, I find myself humbled by the Word of
God and discover that I have come to the end of my ability and must trust fully in God. This reminds me of something a
friend of mine, a fellow PCA pastor wrote in a booklet that he entitled, Reflections on Prayer by D. Steven Meyerhoff.
Steve was referring to Luke 18:13, But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but
beat his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me, a sinner!" Steve had these insights:

The heart of true prayer is a cry of desperation. Christians learn to master the techniques, to develop the
disciplines and to become comfortable and confident when we pray. But what is most vital is the cry from
the heart to get help from the only One who can meet our deepest need. Desperation is the first and
primary condition for true prayer. The tax collector prayed out of desperation. He was in every other way
unworthy of God, unqualified for prayer, and unacceptable to the religious community of Israel — and — he
knew it.

The reason we do not pray more — and probably do not see more answers to prayer — is not because we
do not know how to pray but because we do not really feel the need to pray. We are not desperate
enough. Yet, as a matter of fact we are always at the edge of desperation. It would not take much for our
lives to be exposed to dramatic and desperate need.

One of our favorite movies is It's a Wonderful Life. It tells the story of George Bailey, a good man,
confined to his hometown, Bedford Falls, for reason beyond his control. His life did not turn out as he had
dreamed. He never had a chance to travel the world. Instead, he chose loyalty and duty over adventure.

One Christmas Eve disaster strikes when his absent-minded uncle misplaces $8,000. Bailey searches for
the money everywhere. He cannot find it. He wanders off to a bar. He does not know what to do.
Pondering suicide, he tries to pray. “I'm not a praying man, but if you’re up there and can hear me, show
me the way. I'm at the end of my rope. Show me the way, God.”

The Bible reminds us that desperate people, like George Bailey and the tax collector, pray because they
have no other choice.

A brief survey of our lives shows us that we are reluctant to find ourselves in such need, or to
acknowledge our dependence, or to be involved in others’ lives to the extent that we pray with desperation
for them. Desperation might be the heart of true prayer. But it also brings with it a burden, and it can be a
terrifying scourge. It makes us feel spiritually naked, utterly exposed, as if we were beetles flipped over
on our backs. It also makes us feel vulnerable to the disappointment of unanswered prayer.

Nevertheless, the Christian must learn to open himself daily before God in prayer, acknowledging, like the
tax collector, his own need of God, interceding for others who face enormous challenges, bearing the
burdens of many who otherwise might suffer alone. What we must have is a note of desperation and utter
dependence as we call upon the Name of the Lord in this dark and dying world.

It is my prayer that no matter what your circumstances are, that what you will have is “a note of desperation & utter
dependence” as you call on the Name of the Lord; knowing that we are to persevere in prayer (Luke 18:1); knowing that
God is good and will answer in His timing.

In Christ,

Rick
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MARCH 2009

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Sunday School 9:15 | Pastor Rick’s Day Ladies Studies Pastor George’s
Worship 10:40 Off 9:00am Day Off
Communion Wegener Study
Mercy Offering 6:00pm Young Moms
Kahrs/Yourdon Study 9:30am
Study 6:00 pm
HS Youth Group Session 6:30pm
6:30 pm
Granberry Study HS Girls Bible
7:00 pm Study 7pm
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Sunday School 9:15 | Pastor Rick’s Day Ladies Studies Pastor George’s
Worship 10:40 Off 9:00am Deacons Mtg Day Off
6:30pm
7 Wegener Study Young Moms
%W 6:00pm Truth Project Study 9:30am
s 4 % HS Youth Group 7pm
R o 6:30 pm Phillips Study
J Granberry Study Shelden Study 7pm
“% WIT Training 7:00 pm 7pm
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Sunday School 9:15 | Pastor Rick’s Day No Ladies Studies Pastor George’s
Worship 10:40 Off Finance Mtg. Day Off
Pot Providence Wegener Study 7am
6:00pm Young Moms
Study 9:30am
Kahrs/Yourdon
Study 6:00 pm Session 6:30pm
Granberry Study HS Girls Bible
7:00 pm Study 7pm
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Sunday School 9:15 | Pastor Rick’s Day Ladies Studies Pastor George’s
Worship 10:40 Off 9:00am Day Off
Wegener Study Young Moms
6:00pm Study 9:30am
Truth Project
HS Youth Group 7pm Phillips Study 7:00
6:30 pm pm
Granberry Study Shelden Study
7:00 pm 7pm Presbytery L Presbytery
29 30 31

Pastor Rick’s Day
Off




NURSERY

If you have a conflict, please notify Paul or Rayna Waalkes!
(Paul - 841-4640; Rayna - 648-8202)

Mar. 1

Mar. 8

Mar. 15

Mar. 22
Mar. 29
Apr. 5

Apr. 12

Apr. 19

Apr. 26

Sunday School 9:00-10:35

Worship 10:25-12:7?

Gertz/ Alyssa Hanning

Nate, Celeste, Lizzie Mathews

Sherri and Claire Kahrs/
Missy Martin/ Erin Sundquist

Challans/ Blackman
P & R Waalkes/ Frost
Whitman/ Jeremy Wheeler

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL

Gertz/ Alyssa Hanning

Nate, Celeste, Lizzie Mathews

Brinkman/ Rachel & Amy
Shelden

Willis/ Lois Johnson

Strains/ Anne Wegener/
Stephanie Shelden

Ralston/ Abigail Fetzik
Greg & Mary Kahrs/ Lisa Paine
Castro-Miller

Sherri and Claire Kahrs /Rachel
& Amy Shelden

Willis/ Lois Johnson

Strains/ A. Wegener/S. Shelden

POT PROVIDENCE HOSTS

If you are unable to host on your assigned date, please trade with

another family on the list and call Jeanine Schantz to let her know!

All member families take turns hosting throughout the year.

March: Klaassen, Larson, Lukoschat, and Luper Families

April: Malcom, Nate Mathews, Mork, and Morris Families

May: Paine, Parris, Peters, & Peterson Families

Hosts, please arrive early to set up and plan to stay after the meal to
clean up. See Jeanine Schantz for a list of hosting duties.

MARCH
BIRTHDAYS

1: Jane Shelden
Sara Blackman

3: Cynthia Shelden

4: Isabella Castro-Miller
Jeff Dugger
Craig Doctor

7: Ryan Ralston

8: Matt Haslam
Jamen Mork
Celeste Woodlief

9: JD Willis

11: Amy Wegener

12: Griff Hanning

13: Matt Wilson
Gabe Marler

14: Robin Trammell

16: John Ralston

17: Robert Atha

18: Devin Mork
Heidi Whitman
Dathan Foss

19: Gabrielle Phillips
Michaelah Gertz
Jeanine Schantz

23: Lizzie Bruce

24: Laura Bergen

25: William Zimmerman

26: Mark Waalkes
Larry Whitman
Marco Albert

27: Chase Tinius

28: Elias Lukoschat

30: JJ Lukoschat

Prayer of Confession

Prayer of T/S

3/1/2009 |Mark Kahes

Rocky Trammell

3/8/2009

Stephen Granberry

Stan Shelden

3/15/2009 |lohn Klaassen

Matt Phillips

3/22/2009 |Ken larson

|IoVeme Waalkers

3/29/2009 Ilen.r lukoschat

|l!md Wellers

GREETERS

All member families take
turns greeting.

March 1 - Strain

March 8 - Trammell
March 15 - Von Stroh
March 22 - L&D Waalkes
March 29 - M&K Waalkes
April 5 - R & P Waalkes
April 12 - Wegener

April 19 - Welles

April 26 - Whitman
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