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Dear friends,

As we have had so many new people join with us, | thoigiduld be good to discuss one of the main areas that \sbaak:
worship.

Worship is one of the highlights of our week as we gatigether as the people of God to glorify, praise, adore aaitthe

name of our God. But what does that really mean? Whahiatitve are doing in worship? Are we here to “watch” the
performance take place up on the platform, or is there sometbamer that is happening? Who is the real audience and who
are the true performers? Should my question be how dgkthiece go or how did | do in worshipping God?

My spiritual father, Bob Beltz, once wrot&Yorship is at the heart of our relationship with Gott.can be a transcendent
experience when grace enables us to actually experience a sense®pfegsdhce. By that | mean when we are so focused on
the majesty of God and his wonderful works on our béhatfwe virtually lose self-consciousness and find ourselwemsd
away with God-awareness. In theory, this is what ipesed to take place when we attend a “worship” service atathur

So | thought I would share again the non-negotiables afithehip at Heartland. These are principles | found yearsrago f
John Piper and have adapted them for us here.

What Unites Us in Worship at Heartland?

Here is a list of "marks" that define us in worship &adrtland. They deal with deeper issues than style and fgraylthat we
will always define ourselves with deeper issues than styléoamd "The hour is coming, and is now here, when the tru
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and trufior the Father is seeking such people to worship him"n3o23).

1. God-Centerednessie put a high priority on the vertical focus of our Sungh@yning service. The ultimate
aim is to experience God in such a way that He is glorifiedifraffections.

2. Expecting the powerful presence of GodVe do not just direct ourselves toward Him. We earnestly seek
His drawing near according to the promise of James 4:8. ilwvbehat in worship God draws near to us in
power, and makes Himself known and felt for our good anthe salvation of unbelievers in the midst.

3. Bible-based and Bible-saturatedThe content of our singing and praying and welcoming aeaghing and
poetry should always conform to the truth of Scripturgt lBore than that, the content of God's Word should be
woven through all we do in worship and will be the groahdll our appeal to authority.

4. Head and heart.The elements of our worship service should aim at kin@lmdycarrying deep, strong, real
emotions toward God, especially joy, but should not mdaip people's emotions by failing to appeal to clear
thinking about spiritual things based on shareable evidentsisi® ourselves.

5. Earnestness and intensityWe will try to avoid being trite, flippant, superficiak, frivolous, but instead
will aim to set an example of reverence and passion and wondbrakah-hearted joy.

6. Authentic communication.We utterly renounce all shame, deceit, hypocrisy, pretense, afiactatd
posturing. We do not pursue the atmosphere of artisticaborical performance, but the atmosphere of a
radically personal encounter with God and truth.

7. The manifestation of God and the common goo#Ve expect and hope and pray (according to 1 Cor. 12:7)

that our focus on the manifesting of God is good for [eeapd that a spirit of love for each other is not
incompatible with, but necessary to, authentic worship.

Continued on Page 2
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8. Undistracting excellenceWe will try to sing and play and pray and preatkuch a way that
people's attention will not be diverted from théstance by shoddy ministry nor by excessive fi-
nesse, elegance, or refinement. Natural, undigtgaetkcellence will let the truth and beauty of
God shine through. We will invest in equipment geodugh to be undistracting in transmitting
heartfelt truth.

9. The mingling of historic and contemporary musicNo church or service can be all things to

all people. But we do not value stylistic narronsié&/e believe there are affections owing to God
that different tunes and different texts and déf@rgenres may awaken better than others. We will
strive to be who we are without exalting our owstéa as the standard of excellence or power. We
will see God's guidance in each worship settingetoth indigenous and stretching.

There is no mention of a particular “style” becatrs# is not what is important. Our worship teamat there to
perform for you or to let you sit back and enjog g#how, as good as they may be. Their purposehslp lead
you into the presence of God. Did you realize ttoat are the performers every week and God Hinisetfe au-
dience?

You may have noticed that we have made a few clsingeur worship. We have simplified our approanl our
teams. We now have just two singers, a piano andtar. On occasion we will add a flute or viotindjembe
(the drum). That is so that we may strive for eetibn in the use of our gifts and to never bes&raction to you,
the worshippers. We want everything to be doné wiitdistracting excellence. So for now, we wargrioourage
you to strive for excellence as well as you pregentself and your worship to our Heavenly Father.

As we gather to worship, | want to remind you obtareas of concern. First, we as a body are bexpmcreas-
ingly unconcerned about being on time for worsharely is there more than a handful of peopleeskat 10:30.
More and more of you are coming 5, 10, 15 or marauias late to the service. | know you would meat work,
school or other appointments in the same way. Wbes that tell you about your heart’s attitudeamhour
Lord? Not only does this keep you from spendiome quiet time in preparing your heart, it disrupttsers in
their worship. It is also an embarrassment faasusisitors come early and no one is here. Alsm bbsolutely
committed to having children in our service, bugsle be aware when your little one is becomingtaadiion to
others. We have a nursery and a gathering aregewlne service can still be heard. Please acheptabuke in
love and consider what you can do to change.

Secondly is the importance of preparation. If go& not spending time during the week with the Lgoii will
not have much to share with Him and with other§&anday. Saturday night is especially importaret rhe
guote a Puritan writer by the name of George Swikyi®repare to meet thy God, O Christian! Betake #if/to
thy chamber on the Saturday night, confess and ibévige unfaithfulness under the ordinances of Csithme
and condemn thyself for they sins, entreat Goddpare thy heart for, and assist it in, thy religgoperform-
ances; spend some time in consideration of theiiafmajesty, holiness, jealousy and goodness df Gith who
thou art to do in sacred duties; ponder the wemgid importance of his holy ordinances...; meditaieghe short-
ness of the time thou hast to enjoy Sabbaths ith;cantinue musing...till the fire burneth; thou sanot think the
good thou mayest gain by such forethoughts, hoasplg and profitable a Lord’s day would be to théter such
a preparation. The oven of thine heart thus bakeds it were, overnight, would be easily heatesitext morn-
ing; the fire so well raked up when thou wentedigd, would be the sooner kindled when thou shorikis If
thou wouldst thus leave thy heart with God on thiengay night, thou shouldst find it with Him irethord’s Day
morning”

Worship is so important we should not just rushunried, harried, late or distracted. Take thesttmprepare, be
on time, and then come ready to give God the prglsey and honor He deserves. | pray you havenawed
worship of God!

I love you all!
George



How BELIEVERS LIVE IN COMMUNION WITH CHRIST

Having walked with the Lord for 40+ years, | haved many different
methods of study for my personal time of worshipheday; everything from
reading through particular books of the Bible tvatenal books (i.e.

L. i m—

- : _ TabletalR to reading through the Bible in a year. Howeteis year | decided
(J]II]II]UI]I()I] to do something different and use the writingshef Puritans as a guide for my
" R . . .
\‘s'llll (,(],(l devotional reading. | am currently reading throdghn Owen’s book

Communion with GadOne of the things | appreciate about the Pwsitan
they are steeped in Scripture. So by the timad eeshort section of
Communion with Godnd look up the Scriptures | have had a fairlyrtyea
spiritual meal. Another benefit of the Puritanshiat as they speak of the
doctrines of Scripture, they do not merely stagedactrines (i.e. “God loves
you”), but they unpack these wonderful doctrinesireining the nuances of
that particular doctrine; painting word pictureatthix these truths vividly in
the mind of the reader. A steady diet of the Rustcan be helpful in seeing
familiar doctrines with new eyes. Let me give ywuexample from Owen’s
book on the doctrine of our communion with Christ.

PURITAN PAPERBACKSD

Scripture shows us that we hold communion with_tirel Jesus in grace by a marriage
relationship. Christ is married to us and we taHi This spiritual relation is accompanied
with mutual love, and so in this fellowship withriShwe experience and enjoy all the
excellent things which are in Him (p. 54).

But how do we as believers live in communion willri€t? What does this communion look like? Let me
share just one aspect of this union in the wordSwén.

There is a mutual committing of each to the othdhis marriage union.This is the first act
of communion arising from the personal union witl grace of Christ. Christ commits
Himself to the soul, to love, care for and showdkigss to it as a husband does to his wife.
The soul, in response, gives itself up wholly ®ltard Christ to be to Him a loving, tender,
obedient wife. The prophet Hosea describes thikarrelationship between himself and his
unfaithful wife, Gomer. "You shall stay with mertany days. You shall not play the harlot,
nor shall you have a man; so | will also be towgaod.” (Hos 3:3).

This relationship begins with Christ giving Himsadfthe soul to be its Saviour, head and
husband to dwell with that soul forever. Chrisike with joy upon the souls of His saints.
Christ loves their souls, see them as fair and tife§ibecause He has made them so (Song of
Solomon 1:5; Ezek. 16:14). Therefore He desirenjoy fellowship with His spouse'O my
dove, in the clefts of the rock, In the secret platthe steep pathway, Let me see your form,
Let me hear your voice; For your voice is sweet] gour form is lovely." (Song of

Solomon 2:14). As if to say, “Do not hide yoursalfone that flees to the clefts of the rocks.
Do not be timid and fearful like one that hideshe secret places and is afraid to come out.
Do not be cast down at the weakness of your praylees Me hear you sighing and groaning
for Me. They are sweet and delightful to My edrst Me see your spiritual face seeking for
and desiring heavenly things. A look from you ¢sigreat joy and delight to Me.

Continued on next page...



Nor does He leave her only with these words, bgesiher to a closer union with Himself.
"Come with me from Lebanon, my bride, May you caiitte me from Lebanon. Journey
down from the summit of Amana, From the summienir&nd Hermon, From the dens of
lions, From the mountains of leopards. (Song cb®oIn 4:8). As if to say, “You are in a
wandering condition, like the Israelites of old, @mgy sins and troubles which are lions and
leopards to you. Come to Me and | will give yoageeand comfort” (Matt. 11:28). So the
spouse boldly concludes that the desire of Crsigbi her fellowship, that He does indeed
love her and is determined to have her for Himgating 7:10). So in carrying on this un-
ion, Christ freely gives Himself to the soul. Roes and excellent as Christ is, He becomes
ours. He makes Himself available to us with all Hiaces. So the spouse says, “My be-
loved is mine. In all that He is, Christ is minBecause He is righteousness, He is the Lord
my righteousness. Because He is the wisdom andrpdvsod, He is made to me wis-
dom” (Jer. 23:6; 1 Cor. 1:30). So the Branch oéthORD will be beautiful and glorious,
and the fruit of the earth will be the pride ane @dornment of the survivors of Israel.

(Isa 4:2). This is the first act of fellowship Ghrist's part in this spiritual union between
Him and the believer. Christ gives Himself freelyis to be our Christ, our beloved, to ful-
fill all the purposes of His love, mercy, grace aidry. Christ was set up to be the Media-
tor between God and His elect, and to enter intoaariage covenant with His people, a
covenant that will never be broken.

The Lord Jesus Christ, then, was set up and préparge a husband to His saints, His
church. He undertook the work of Mediator for whide was especially filled with the
Spirit. As Mediator He purchased for His peoplaagrand glory. Now He offers Himself
to them in the promises of the gospel, making Hifrdesirable to them. He convinces
them of His good will, and that He is sufficient fl their needs. And when they agree to
receive Him, which is all He requires or expectsrirthem, He enters into a marriage con-
tract to be theirs for ever.

On the saints’ part, all that is required is thHee, willing agreement to receive, embrace
and submit to the Lord Jesus as Husband, Lord amm &, to abide with Him, subject
their souls to Him to be ruled by Him forever. 318 the first act of union the soul makes
with Christ (pp. 57-59).

Owen’s words are more than simply a flowery wagxpressing thaBod loves you!Owens describes a
relationship that is so intimate between Christ Higichurch that it may even sound inappropriateuno
religious ears. But it is such intimacy that tbelof believers has with Christ.

Christian, as one who has been made part of Chaktirch, do you realize how deeply you are loved?
Not because you are worthy, but simply because gosband has so intently fixed His love upon you!
Do you rest in the security and comfort of His I@vés service & obedience to Him the delight of iyou
soul in response to His glorious love?

Christian, please stop struggling. Stop seekirgetself-reliant. Instead, rest in the warmth of &m-
brace. Know that you are loved beyond your congmston!

In Christ,

Rick
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Core Value- Biblical Financial Stewardship
God continues to provide for this church and ministry. Even in a weak economy and job market obedient believers are still consistently
giving a portion of the wealth that the Lord is providing them. We are making ends meet and paying the bills but there is still much to do.

| would greatly appreciate your prayer on the following things:

- Debt Elimination/Ministry Advancement (DE/Mad) is still very much a part of the growth and vision of Heart-

land. Pray about your participation in eliminating the debt over the next 3 years and growing the ministry. We
havel0 faith/pledge cards submitted for a total of $96,000. We will be communicating more on this in March as we
approach the end of the first quarter and decide how much to pay down on the mortgage.

- Consistent and proportionate general giving to meet monthly budget needs.
- Our Mercy team as they meet needs in the body and community.

- Wisdom for the session for decisions on many issues but especially dealing with growth change, vision for youth

ministry, church plant development, development for possible internship program and satellite seminary, and out-
reach ministry.

- Your pastors. They are weary and need your prayers and support — there’s much going on for them.

- For those that are seeking jobs and career paths.

Thanks for your hearts to serve in time-talent-and treasure. | am inspired by the believers of Heartland Church. We have much to be
thankful for. God has provided beyond my imagination and He will continue to do so if we are seeking His will.

Blessings to all of you.

Bryan Hanning
Stewardship Elder
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL NURSERY'! Volunteers are
needed to help watch our precious little ones in the Nursery during the Sunday
School hour. We need 3 couples or 6 individuals to maintain a 6 week rotation.
We are having about 10 kids in the nursery and that means more people to be in
there to make sure all the little ones are well taken care of. Please prayerfully
consider volunteering. If you are interested please contact Paul and Rayna
Waalkes at paulandrayna@cox.net Thank you!

A WN

March Birthdays!

: Jane Shelden

Sara Blackman

: Angie Jeffrey
: Cynthia Shelden
. Isabella Castro-Miller

Jeff Dugger
Craig Doctor

Worshipers In Training

3/7— Petit, Shelden, Sarah Waalkes
3/14— Petit, Humphries, Anna Hetherington, Albert
3/21- Petit, Swigart,
3/28- Petit, Trammell, Lois Johnson

4/4- Hetherington, Ben Franks, Nathan Franks, S@fahlkes
4/11- Hetherington, Larson, Haslam
4/18- Hetherington, Shelden, Albert
4/25- Hetherington, Humphries, Anna Hetherington

7: Ryan Ralston
Nyccole Swigart
8: Matt Haslam
Mar. 7 Whitman/ Lauren Pohlenz Castro-Miller/menWegener Jamen Mork
Mar. 14  Phillips/ Ralph Drayer/ Brinkman/ Ratand Amy Shelden Celes_t(-? Woodlief
Missy Martin 9: JD Willis
11: Amy Wegener
Mar.21  Willis Family Nate, Celeste, Lizzieahews / 14: Robin Trammell
Loishhson :
16: John Ralston
Mar. 28  Phoebe Vigilius/Kathy & Will Morris Mk and Sherri Kahrs/ Carrigans 17: Bill Swigart
Erin Sundquist Calvyn Swigart
April 4 Whitman/ Lauren Pohlenz Gertz/ Bettda&Barah Franks 18: DeY'_r‘ Mqu
Heidi Whitman
April 11 Phillips/ Ralph Drayer Ralston/ Abigketzik Dathan Foss
Missy Martin 19: Gabrielle Phillips
April 18  Willis Family Greg and Mary Kahrsida Paine Mmhaelah Gertz
Jeanine Schantz
April 25 Brian and Sara Blackman / Castro-BtillAnne Wegener 23: Lizzie Bruce
John and Rolaine Hetherington 24: Laura Bergen
25: Griffin Cruise
s Esther Marie Langhofer
William Zimmerman
g /(! # )0 ! 26: Mark Waalkes
Larry Whitman
1 / 2 3
Marco Albert
0 4! SIC ( 27: Chase Tinius
6 7| 4 0 28: Elias Ik_ukoschat
30: JJ Lukoschat
11 5) 4 4 (
1 314 ( 5
16 8 2 4
1& |* 2 4 P Please arrive at 10:15 a.m.
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Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Worship 10:35 a.m.




