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Dear friends,

May is a great month of warm weather and beautiful days. As we look around us it reminds us of the great God who
created it all. We are told in Psalm 19, “The heavens are telling of the glory of God; and the firmament is declaring the work
of His hands.” Paul also reminds us in Romans 1:20, “For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal
power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without
excuse.” As you spend time outdoors, use it as a time to exalt your God and to teach your children about the Creator of this
universe. It will be a great time to grow in our understanding and appreciation of Him. It will enlarge our vision of Him and
result in greater worship and praise.

May is also that month that has all of the exciting events that end the school year and begin summer plans. We
congratulate our high school and college graduates on a job well done. We will be honoring them in the morning worship
service on May 17. Continue to pray for them that God will guide them into their new pursuits whether it is college, job, or
whatever. We also have a great opportunity this month to spend a day in prayer as a congregation. We all feel the
uncertainties and fears of this world--the swine flu, continuing conflict around the world, our own local economy, job losses,
illness. On the other hand, we have many exciting opportunities to be the church and share the great news of God’s grace
lavished on us in Jesus Christ.

We have much to pray about as we think of all the exciting options before us. Growth needs, staffing needs, ministry
needs and personal needs still require us to pray. We all could use more prayer in our lives. Prayer is one of the hardest, yet
the most rewarding practices we can participate in as Christians. I admit it is the weakest part of my Christian life. I don’t
spend near enough time in prayer. It is especially convicting when we read of the great saints in history who spent hours and
days in prayer and fasting because they knew the need and understood their own weakness. Prayer is commanded and
commended by God Himself, so we ought to be doing it whether we feel like or not or understand all of the theological
intricacies of prayer.

Do we really believe that God can change things? Do we really believe that God hears and answers our prayers? Do
we believe that God wants us to bring to Him our requests? Do we really believe that God will change us as we pray? Do we
really believe that friends and family can come to a saving knowledge of Christ? Do we really believe that society can be
transformed? Do we really believe that abortion will stop? If we believe, we pray.

In the sermon on the Mount, Jesus says, “When you pray...”. It is an expected activity of a follower of Jesus. He
reminds us that we are to ask, seek and knock and expect that He will answer. Paul reminds us of the scope of our prayers
when he says, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be
made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ
Jesus” (Philippians 4:6-7). Or again, “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will
for you in Christ Jesus” (1 Thess. 5:16-18). God’s will is for us to pray and yet it is hard work.

S.D. Gordon said, “The greatest thing anyone can do for God and man is pray. It is not the only thing; but it is the chief
thing. The great people of the earth today are the people who pray. I do not mean those who talk about prayer; nor those who
say they believe in prayer; nor yet those who can explain about prayer; but I mean these people who take time to pray.”

“This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we
know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have asked from Him” (1 John 5:14-
15). Please plan to join us for our day of prayer and the worship service and concert of prayer. Then commit anew to continue
the practice of prayer everyday. May God grant each of us a willing heart to come boldly into His presence and pray. May we
become people who labor in prayer and fasting, trusting God to change us, our children, our church and the world around us
through the power of the Holy Spirit. [ pray that you will have a great month of growing deep with Jesus as He continues to
build you into the finished project. Ilove you all.

In His grace,
George

Heartland Community Church = 457 S. Woodlawn = Wichita KS = 67218
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Salads & Sandwiches

MAY HOSTS:
PAINE, PARRIS, PETERS, & PETERSON FAMILIES

Families: Bring one large sandwich (or plate of sandwiches)
AND a large salad

Singles/Newlyweds: Bring one large sandwich (or plate of
sandwiches) OR a large salad

o %)

EVERONE BRING A DESSERT!

Hosts, please arrive early to set up and plan to stay after the meal to
clean up. We will be honoring our 2009 grads before the meal begins,
so please make every effort to be on time!

See Jeanine Schantz for a list of hosting duties. If you are unable to
host on your assigned date, please trade with another family on the
list and call Jeanine to let her know who’s taking your place!

**All member families take turns hosting throughout the year**
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Beethoven’s Piano & Prayer

Let me tell you a story that I recently came across:
On a visit to the Beethoven museum in Bonn, a young American student
became fascinated by the piano on which Beethoven had composed some of
his greatest works. She asked the museum guard if she could play a few bars
on it; she accompanied the request with a lavish tip, and the guard agreed. The
girl went to the piano and tinkled out the opening of the Moonlight Sonata. As
she was leaving she said to the guard, “I suppose all the great pianists who
come here want to play on that piano.”

The guard shook his head. “Padarewski [the famed Polish pianist] was here a few years ago and he
said he wasn’t worthy to touch it.”
This young student’s attitude toward Beethoven’s piano was much like that of the Pharisee in Luke 18:11 & 12:

"The Pharisee stood and was praying this to himself: 'God, | thank You that | am not like other people:
swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 121 fast twice a week; | pay tithes of all
that I get.'

Both the action of the American student and the prayer of the Pharisee were driven by their pride. Steven Meyerhoff, in a
booklet, Reflections on Prayer, wrote this about the Pharisee in Luke 18:

At his pious best, the Pharisee prayed as if it was Thanksgiving Day. He told God that he was grateful
he was not like “bad” people who violated the moral and civil law, nor even like the tax collector whom
he spotted in the corner of his eye. The Pharisee reminded God that he tithed his income and fasted
twice a week, behavior that exceeded what was normally expected of religious leaders in his day.

Were he living in our world, this Pharisee would be the kind who donates to worthy causes, sits on
committees, pays his taxes in full, defends the moral order, cares for his family, and keeps his yard
immaculate. He would never consider divorcing his wife, watching a questionable movie, or swearing
at a referee who had just made a bad call at his son’s soccer game, not even under his breath.

My faith has certainly worked wonders for me, too. It has helped me to strengthen my friendships,
create stability in life and serve others. | have accomplished far more than | ever thought | would.
Moreover, | make sure that | thank God and others as often as | can. How ironic it is that the quality of
my Christian life tempts me to pray boastfully, to evaluate myself in light of the failures of others, and
to celebrate my circumstances in light of the misery of others. My prayers, in other words, are all
about me.

C.S. Lewis asserts that pride causes us to think in comparative and competitive terms, even when we
pray. ltis true that the Pharisee lived in a way that was more healthy and helpful than the tax
collector. The Pharisee was wrong, Lewis said, not because of how he lived but because of his pride.
It ruined his prayers and strained his relationship with God.

In God you come up against something which is in every respect immeasurably superior to
yourself. Unless you know God as that—and, therefore, know yourself as nothing in
comparison—you do not know God at all. As long as you are proud you cannot know God.
A proud man is always looking down on things and people: and, of course, as long as you are
looking down, you cannot see something that is above you.

-C.S. Lewis, “Mere Christianity”

So, as we pray, let us view ourselves in the light of our need for God, rather than our need to feel
superior over others or congratulate ourselves. Let our prayers be uttered in the context of
wholehearted gratitude to God, not Who has made us better than others, but Who has saved us from
ourselves.

As we move toward more of a posture of prayer as a church, through opportunities like the 24 Hour Prayer Vigil and the National
Day of Prayer, let us approach the throne room of grace with great confidence! But let it not be a confidence that springs out of
our own “accomplishments”, rather let us pray for humility; shedding the cloak of our pride and clothing ourselves with the
garments of grace that are given to us by the One who saved us because we were (and still are) so needy!

In Christ,
Rick



Homeschool Convention

If you are one of the several homeschooling
families at Heartland, or are interested in
learning more about homeschooling, make
plans now to attend the annual Homeschool
Convention to be held at Century Il Convention
Center on May 28-30.

This years keynote speakers are Chris Klicka,
Sr. Counsel of the Home School Legal Defense
Association; and James McDonald, pastor of
Providence Church in Peoria, IL and head of
Family Reformation Ministries.

If you are interested and would like more
information, you can visit the website of the
Teaching Parents Association at

or you can see
Jason or Amy Wegener
(arrows4him@pixius.net; 789-0980) or
Tom or Birgit Paine (teachermama@juno.com;
755-2902).

Early registration ends May 16.

COME CELEBRATE WITH US!

Ron and Deb Johnson would like to
invite you to join them as they celebrate
the graduation of their son, Benjamin, at
an open house reception on Saturday,
May 16", from 1:00-5:00 p.m. at our

on the west side of the road.

Address: 8205 NW US Hwy 77, El Dorado KS

We also invite you to attend the TPA Class of 2009

Graduation Ceremony!

It will be held Saturday, May 9™, at 1:00 p.m. at

Central Christian Church, 2900 Rock Road.
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home. Directions to our home: 5 miles north of the El
Dorado north Turnpike exit on highway 77. Our home is

CONCERTS OF PRAYER

In connection with the 24-Hour Prayer Vigil, Heartland
will host 4 Concerts of Prayer on May 3 & 4.
Please join us:

Sunday, May 3, 6:00--7:00p.m. Focus on Repentance--
lead by Pastor George Granberry & Elder Gary Gensch

Sunday, May 3, Midnight--1:00a.m. Focus on Heartland
ministries, missionaries & families--lead by Pastor Rick Franks

Monday, May 4, Noon--1:00p.m. Focus on Governments,
society & the economy--leader to be announced

Monday, May 4, 5:30--7:00p.m. Focus on worship--lead
by Pastor George Granberry & Elder Gary Gensch

Graduation Sunday
Map 17th

Plan to join us after worship (but before Pot
Providence!) as we honor this year’s
graduates! Congratulations to the

following Heartland students on their
accomplishments:

HIGH SCHOOL
John Mathews Trinity Academy
Devon Mork Trinity Academy
Josiah Wegener Grace Academy of Truth
Ben Johnson Cedar Haven Academy Homeschool
Austin Doctor Classical School of Wichita
Joshua Maness Rockhaven Country School

COLLEGE
Graham Castro-Miller United States Naval Academy

Daniel Gensch Kansas State University

Natalie Huenergardt University of Kansas
Lauren Pohlenz Friends University

GRADUATE STUDIES

Gustavo Formenti Covenant Seminary
e

Stephanie Formenti Covenant Seminary
#
Erin Sundquist Wichita State University
$
Corynne Welles % The Chicago School of Professional Psychology




Core Value- Stewardship
In spite of the economic turmoil going on around us we have been blessed in every aspect where Time,
Talent and Treasure (money and stuff) are at work at Heartland. There are many people using their time
and talents to meet the needs of the church and it is a joy to see. And at the same time, the Lord has pro-
vided weekly gifts to meet our monthly budget needs through the tithes/gifts of the body, while providing
substantial generous gifts over and above to be applied to building improvement and debt reduction. We
recently added $40,000 toward debt reduction in 2009. Our current total debt is below $1 million which
is quite remarkable and we give Him the praise!

While we celebrate the victory of debt reduction we are still far short of the ultimate victory of “debt
elimination”! Let us not take our eye off the prize of “financial freedom” by eliminating the bondage of
financial debt to our personal lives and the church.

Yet, even as [ say this, [ am excited about the investment we are making in a wonderful facility to be
used for Kingdom causes! Thanks to all who have participated in the building project. We continue to
consider ways it may be used beyond our Sunday church needs and Christ-centered education. We are
grateful to have a tremendous relationship with Classical School of Wichita and that they might benefit
from the facility.

Thanks be to God!

Financial planning 101 reminder:

1) Spend less than you earn.

2) Build liquidity (savings)

3) Avoid the use of (unwise) debt.

4) Set long-term goals.

5) Believe and know that God owns it all.....you are the manager.

Note:

Consider making a regular gift over and above your tithe to the Building Fund and/or Mercy Fund for
contingency needs of families in distress. HCC has in the beginning stages a special team devoted to
evaluating and assisting these distressed families.

The needs may include food, clothing, shelter, and in certain cases money. Stay tuned for more details to
come. If you would like to contribute money simply note on the memo space Mercy Fund and it will be
directed to that account.

Your faithfulness inspires me.

Blessings to all,

Bryan Hanning

Stewardship Leader
Philippians 4:11-13

Heartland Community Church offers weekly e-mail announcements and a
monthly church newsletter. If you would like to join our mailing list or be
added to our church directory, please contact Erin at




May 2009

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2
Pastor George’s
Day Off
Young Moms Shower for Laura
Study 9:30 a.m. Bergen 3-5pm
Presbytery Presbytery
Worship 7:00 pm
Simply Dinner Simply Dinner
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Sunday School 9:15 | Pastor Rick’s Ladies Study Pastor George'’s Church Work Day
Worship 10:35 am Day Off Brunch 9:00am Day Off 8am-1pm
Communion
Mercy Offering Wegener Study Young Moms
5:45pm Study 9:30 a.m.
6:00pm Concert of | Noon Concert of
Prayer Prayer Youth Group
6:30pm
Midnight Concert of | 5:30pm Concert Phillips Study
Prayer of Prayer Granberry Study Session 6:30pm | 7:00pm
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Sunday School 9:15 | Pastor Rick’s Pastor George’s
Worship 10:35 am Day Off Day Off
Wegener Study
Mother’s Day 5:45pm Young Moms
Study 9:30 a.m.
Youth Group
6:30pm
Granberry Study
7:00pm
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Sunday School 9:15 | Pastor Rick’s Pastor George’s
Worship 10:35 am Day Off Wegener Study Day Off
5:45pm
Graduation Sunday Young Moms
Youth Group Study 9:30 a.m.
Pot Providence 6:30pm
Granberry Study
7:00pm Phillips Study
Session 6:30pm | 7:00pm
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Sunday School 9:15 Memorial Day Pastor George’s
Worship 10:35 am (Office Closed) Wegener Study Day Off
5:45pm
Young Moms
Youth Group Study 9:30 a.m.
6:30pm
31
Sunday School 9:15 Granberry Study
Worship 10:35 am 7:00pm




May 3

May 10

May 17

May 24

May 31
Jun. 7
Jun. 14

Jun. 21

Jun. 28

NURSERY

If you have a conflict, please notify Paul or Rayna Waalkes!
(Paul - 841-4640; Rayna - 648-8202)

Sunday School 9:00-10:35

Worship 10:25-12:??

P & R Waalkes/ Frost

Whitman/ Jeremy Wheeler/
Alyssa Hanning

Nate, Celeste, Lizzie Matthews

Sherri and Claire Kahrs/
Missy Martin/ Erin Sundquist

Challans/ Blackman

P & R Waalkes/ Frost
Whitman/ Jeremy Wheeler
Nate, Celeste, Lizzie Matthews

Sherri and Claire Kahrs/
Missy Martin/ Erin Sundquist

Willis/ Lois Johnson

Greg and Mary Kahrs/ Lisa Paine/
Stephanie Shelden

Castro-Miller/Anne Wegener

Brinkman/ Rachel & Amy Shelden

Ralston/ Abigail Fetzik
Gertz/ Beth and Sarah Franks
Willis/ Lois Johnson

Greg and Mary Kahrs/ Lisa Paine/
Stephanie Shelden

Castro-Miller/Anne Wegener

POT PROVIDENCE HOSTS

If you are unable to host on your assigned date, please trade with
another family on the list and call Jeanine Schantz to let her know!

All member families take turns hosting throughout the year.

May: Paine, Parris, Peters, & Peterson Families
Junes Pfeiffer, Phillips, Ralston, & Shelden Families
Julys Tinius, Trammell, Von Stroh, L&D Waalkes

Hosts, please arrive early to set up and plan to stay after the meal to

clean up. See Jeanine Schantg for a list of hosting duties.

MAY
BIRTHDAYS

2: LaVerne Waalkes
4: Charlie Wilson
6: Sara Johnson
7: Joshua Gertz
11: Gary Gensch
12: Jan Cowick
Nathan Wischmeyer
Austin Doctor
13: Alexis Elder
14: Jeff Waalkes
15: Dianna Mathews
16: John Wegener
17: Susan Elder
18: Margaret Welkner
19: Mark Kahrs
20: Levi Snowbarger
22: Jen Lukoschat
23: Anita Hood
24: Britton Mork
25: Joshua Ralston
27: Bill Crandall
Ryan Frost
28: Pam Bruce
29: Dennis Blick
Nathan Gertz
30: Steve Castro-Miller
Lisa Paine
31: Jordan Kahrs

Prayer of Confession

Prayer of T/$

5/3/2009 [Tom Paine

|l|like Hull

5/10/2009 [Steve Parris

|Ron Johnson

5/17/2009 [Roy Peters

|le“ Morris

5/24/2009 [Terry Peterson

Matt Phillips

5/31/2009 Pe“ Schantz

Stan Shelden

GREETERS
for the month of

MAY:

Greg & Mary Kahrs
and Family




heartland

Community Church

Senior Pastor:
George Granberry -
Associate Pastor:

Rick Franks -

Elders:
Walter Berry
George Bruce
Phil Elder -
Gary Gensch - Prayer
Bryan Hanning -
Mii;e Hull -
Ron Johnson -
Jeff Morris -
Matt Phillips -
Stan Shelden -
Rocky Trammell -
LaVerne Waalkes -
Brad Welles

Deacons:
Phil Challans -
Barry Malcom -
Sandy Neblett -
Steve Parris
Terry Peterson -
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